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Main Text: Ephesians 3:14-21
Supporting Text Ephesians 2:1-5
Supporting Text Acts 19:10, 20
Supporting Text Isaiah 52:13-53:6

Introductory Hymn: “How Great the Father’s Love for us”

Concluding Hymn: “The Love of God”

FEZ: # 3:14-21
KA X # 2:1-5

1K & X 4 19:10, 20
1 K& X # 52:13-53:6

Title: “THERE IS MORE”

Theme: God’s Love is immeasurable and the necessary ingredient for our spiritual growth
Introduction:

Title: “THERE IS MORE”
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Thank you worship team for that great hymn.
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“How great the Father’s Love for us; How vast beyond all measure That He should give His only
Son to make a wretch a treasure”

Who can say Amen to that? We could not be here today if God had not given His only son to
make us his treasure AMEN?
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Good morning, my name is Julio and | am privileged to be part of the Senior Staff at first Free. It

is a lot of fun and very challenging. During my time on the Staff, | have been given many
challenges, from tearing down a wall to teaching a Sunday Community class to leading the



Men’s ministry, but this is the first time | have been challenged to preach. | am excited about it
because preaching here was the next to last item on my bucket list.
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| hope that | can do better than a friend of mine that preached at an interactive church in
Alabama, you know, the kind that every time you say something they like the say AMEN or
RIGHT or something like that. Well, my friend started his message and there was a lady on the
front row that kept telling her friend “My, what a warm preacher” she said every time my
friend made a point, so at the end of the service, my friend went looking for the lady and told
her “Lady, | thank you so much for your encouragement, | preached my best message because
you kept telling your friend what a warm preached | was and that inspired me. The lady
responded “what are you talking about, all | meant was that you ain’t so hot. Please don’t say
that | am a warm preacher.
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Let’s pray: Father help me be more than a warm preacher today, help me, through your spirit to
proclaim your Word with clarity and conviction, but more important Father that your Spirit will
open the hearts of the people to make them more than hearers of your Word, make them
doers. | ask in the name of your Son our savior Jesus Christ.
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This series is all about prayer, previous speakers have been telling us how our prayer life
changes as we go through the Disciple’s life cycle going from Dead to Infant to Child to Young
Adult to Parent. Today, | want to take a different approach. | want to use the text, which is
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian church to grow to full maturity by praying for them to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Essentially this is the prayer that every church leader should be praying for his/her church. In
these 7 verses we will see how the entire growth cycle develops. God is saying to us “You



spiritual life is one of continuous growth. There is always more, and it is only possible because
of my great love for you. If you accept this by faith, there will always be more”.
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Let’s read the passage:
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For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God., Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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Here are the major points of the message.
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There is more: The New Birth. (Eph. 2:1-5)

There is more: The growing process. (Eph. 3:14-17)
There is more: The outcome of growth. (Eph. 3: 18-19
There is more: God is able (Eph.3: 20-21)
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b. F ¥ KK (F 3:14-17)
c. EFR: KKK (5 3 18-19)
d. EFE: EA 6k (95 3:20-21)

There is more: The New Birth. ¥ £ & : T &

The journey starts with the new birth. Here is what the Scripture says about the role God’s love
in the New Birth. (Eph. 2:1-5)
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And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course
of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved—
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Repeat underlined text

Illustration:

| was born to a traditional Roman Catholic Family. | was baptized as an infant and like my father before
me, | attended The Christian Brother’s School from the first grade through high school. | took my first
communion in the first grade and was confirmed in the fourth grade. In high school, | taught to students
attending Catholic schools at the poorer parishes, | joined the Catholic Youth Organization and taught
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry to students preparing for the exams required for entrance to the
Trade Schools. | went to confession every week, attended Mass at least twice a week, | was, like Paul
“concerning the Law, blameless” But in my heart, | knew that there had to be more, something was
missing. | knew that there had to be more, | did not know what, but there had to be more. One week-
end in my third of fourth year in high school (high school in Cuba was 5 years) | attended a retreat and
one of the lectures was based on Isaiah 53: 1-6. This passages deal with “God’s Suffering Servant” and
contained verses like these:
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“For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no
form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was
despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne
our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.”
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As the speaker explained the text, he told us how it referred to Christ, his suffering and death on the
cross. He painted a vivid picture of what happened at Calvary and why. At the end, he challenged us by
saying “Look at the cross. God’s love sent Christ to the cross for you. Christ suffered and died for you.
What are you going to do in response? At that moment, the Spirit said to me: “See, there is more, this is
what you have been looking for”. | went on my knees and gave my life to Christ.
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Application: You see, in my own eyes, in the eyes of my friends, in the eyes of my church, in the eyes of
my culture, | was “a good boy”. In the eyes of God, | was an object of wrath. But God, because of His
great love for me, made me alive in Christ.
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There was more for me and there is more for you.
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If you have not been made alive in Christ, the rest of this message will not make any sense.
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So, let me ask you: Look at the cross; How will you respond to His sacrifice?
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There is more: The need for growth. (Eph. 3: 14-17)
Exl: RKWFE (H: 3:14-17)

It does not end with the new birth. After | gave my life to Christ, my outlook changed. | was
now more aware of what God wanted me to do and why, but my life did not change. There was
no growth. There was no growth because, although | have moved from death into life, | did not
know what to do next. | was not being discipled, therefore, there was no growth, but there was
frustration because the lack of growth.
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Many years passed and in the meantime, | moved to Alabama, where | met and married my
wife, had two children. Eventually, she gave her life to Christ and started to grow in the faith.
She also started to pray for me to find what she had found. It took time, but eventually her
prayers were answered when a man from the visitation team at her church came to visit me
and shared the Gospel and asked me to let him pray the the Holy spirit would open my heart to
the truth. At that moment, | found the more that | was looking for.
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Paul put it this way: & Z Z X FJ6LH

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith— (Eph 3: 14 - 16)
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It was the Father, through His love and the riches of his glory that begun to strengthen me by
his Spirit in the inner being. | did not know, but it was by faith the Christ dwelled in my heart,
not by my traditions or rituals.
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The strength that Paul is talking about does not come automatically, it is indeed powered by
the Holy Spirit, it is the Spirit that puts in your heart the desire for more, but it requires a
commitment to grow and the help of other, more mature Christians to help you get there. In
my case, a godly pastor took me under his wing and taught me his love for God’s Word and how
to study it and apply it to my life. He taught me how to pray and how to share my faith. |
learned the importance of being in community with other Christians. In other words, | was
being strengthened in my inner being by the Spirit.
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There is more: The outcome of growth. (Eph. 3: 18-19)
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We have already seen how the indispensable first step is the new birth.
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We have seen the absolute necessity for spiritual growth, to be strengthened in the inner being
by the Spirit.
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Let us now see the practical outcome of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians:
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That you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
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Rooted and grounded in love
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The Ephesian believers lived in a hostile environment. Ephesus was the center of pagan
worship, the culture was very much contrary to their beliefs and they were, no doubt
persecuted. They needed to understand that there was more than what they saw, that their
God in whom they had put their faith was stronger than their circumstances, that it was Christ
that gave them strength and hope.
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But it was one thing to know this and another to experience it. That is why they had to be
rooted and grounded in love. In God’s love and in love for one another. Only then could they
face their everyday life.
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[llustration: As a kid growing up in Cuba, | was always amazed by the palm trees. Palm trees are
everywhere, there was one in my backyard that my mother planted when we moved there in
1940, and the last time | checked a few years ago, it was still there. Palm trees grow very tall
and are very slim, they are also very flexible. Another thing | remember growing up was that
every year we have a hurricane or two, sometimes three. The hurricanes came and went, but
the palm trees stayed in place. Palm trees grow very deep roots and are able to stand the force
of a category 5 hurricane. (Slide, palm trees)
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Application: Rooted and grounded means that, in spite of your circumstances, really, because
of your circumstances, you know that God’s love is going to prevail. You know this because God
has strengthened you in your inner being, and you know it because When the hurricanes of life
start beating you down, you are ready to stand and when they pass, your faith has been
strengthened because God has been faith full to his promises. When the next hurricane comes
your roots will keep you standing. You are strengthened with might in the inner being by the
Spirit and rooted and grounded in love.
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Like the palm trees in Cuba, are we grounded and rooted in love?
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There is more, Paul’s prayer continues:
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Have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God.
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Illustration: When | was a boy in Cuba, | lived less than a mile from the ocean. (Slide, ocean
view)) Our gang use to go to the shore line to fly kites or fish or throw rocks just to see how far
we could throw them. But mostly, we just sat, look north and fantasize about what was beyond
the horizon. Because we were just at the water’s edge, we had an unimpeded view of the
ocean and the sky. Look at this slide, think...how deep is the ocean? How high is the sky? How
far is the horizon? To the right or to the left — where does it end?
That is the extent of God’s love.
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Application: | saw these principles at work during my missionary visits to Cuba. Those believers
lived in a hostile environment. They were not allowed to share their faith openly, they were
ridiculed, some of them even lost their jobs, some were put in re-education camps, but when
they met together, there was a joy in their hearts that was impossible to miss. Christ was their
strength and their hope. The Cuban believers, like the Ephesians could continue to live and
express their faith because they comprehended that dimensions of God’s love, they were, not
only rooted and grounded in love, but also filled with all the fullness of God.
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Application: The expected outcome of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian church was that they “may
be filled with all the fullness of God” and to do that by being strengthened in the inner man, by
being grounded and rooted in love and by comprehending the incomprehensible, the
magnitude of God’s love. This then, should be our prayer for First Free.
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There is more: God is able (20, 21)
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Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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[llustration: During one of my missionary trips to Cuba, | was asked to visit a young woman from
the church that was in great need of encouragement. A couple of months before, her husband
had taken to sea on a raft in an attempt to leave the country and arrive in Florida, she had not
heard from him since and was afraid that he might have drowned or worse yet, arrives safely
and had forgotten her. Her immediate need was for a job so she could feed herself and
somehow survive. (You have to understand, life is extremely hard in Cuba; there is no reliable
transportation, food is scarce and it takes hours standing on line to get whatever is available
and jobs are not that easy to find, especially for a the wife of a defector.) Since the immediate
need was for her to find a job, we prayed for that and | tried to give her hope that God loved
her and cared for her. The next day, we returned to see how she was doing. She opened the
door with a great smile and told us. | got a job!, we exited for her and started a prayer of thanks
giving. She said “There is more! the job is walking distance from my house, great! God is good.
She said, “There is more!” lunch is provided as part of the compensation. OK, let’s pray. No
there is more, | got word from my husband, he made, got a job and is making arrangements to
get me there.

W —REFEEHRNEE, REBFEFATNEL 2N —LFELT, dHBETL
Rifng e JUANAR, MW XK REFREEEEAETEEHT AN —HEHFE
B HE, REQHTRAWEAREEENE, ZAMEH ST the WWKEZ 2 E—
I, LW UFRFED. (RRWE, FEAERARE, REAEZ, 2HEH,
2 A HFF AN A, TR EA 2 X Z®E, AHEG—DMRAENZET R
) B A BRI — 0T, FTUARM AT te, RELMAZ, HFEF
M, Bt F K, KNEFEFEM. h—FITEXRAE, FFREAN, “HEKDT
—f A T BT ME S, HFERBEE. it "“THER! XATEFEREIAT
%, ABET! L¥EF. i, "THES! 7 FEUGSETEAMEFT. FE, LR
M #H. REL, DHELH, KAEIRXKHHEL, KT —0ITHE, FEZHILRE
AR o

Application: | learned from that visit that God is not limited by our thoughts or imagination,
God'’s love is only limited by our ability to receive it and our ability to see it. He is also not
limited by our understanding or desires. The answer to her prayer could have been different.
God answers according to his great love for us, not necessarily according to what we think we
want or need.
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There is more: God’s Glory.
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| find it very enlightening that Paul’s prayer ends with a desire that the result of our growth and
being filled with the fullness of God would be that Glory be given to God and Christ Jesus “for
all generations Amen”.
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A true Spiritual parent is one that gives glory to God in all the he does.
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In one prayer, Paul walked us though the entire discipleship cycle and taught us that in God’s
love for us there is always more. There is more than being an object of wrath, there is more
than being an infant. God’s desire is that we will filled with all the fullness of God.
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This growth is not automatic. It takes effort in our part. First Free is a discipleship church. This
means that we want our congregation to be filled with all the fullness of God and we provide all
kind of opportunities for you to grow. We provide a number of relational discipleship venues to
help you grow, we provide service opportunities, we provide prayer opportunities. All of these
are designed to help you be filled with all the fullness of God. If you want to know more about
these opportunities, come by the information desk at the end of the service. Come and join us
in our faith journey.
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And by the way, how did this work for the Ephesians, go with me to Acts 19:10 “...so that all
that dwelt in Asia heard the word of God; both the Jews and Gentiles. (20) “So the word of God
grew mightily and prevailed.” Let the Word of God grow mightily and prevail through all of
West County and beyond.
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Invite Rick to come up
Advent Conspiracy collection.

Ask prayer team to come forward



Ask Pastors, Elders, Deacons and leaders and the entire congregation to stand and read the
passage in an attitude of prayer for First Free.

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God., Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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Dismiss Hymn “The Love of God”



