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Pastor Duane Manuel

I. INTRO 748

1. Happy Valentines Day!

Valentines day is not a Christian holiday by any means. So there really are not a lot of
great tie-ins into our faith. But a friend of mine who is an academic at a local Bible
College sent this to all of his friends last year for Valentines day. It is totally corny. It's
about what would some of the major theologians of history write if they were writing a
Valentines day card. Some of these people you may not have heard of so | will give you
a little background on them. But | ask you to do me a favor. Even if you don'’t get the
joke just laugh - okay? Just chuckle. — It's my last Sunday here to preach so will you
appease me?

Let’s try it right now. 1-2-3 Laugh... that was great!

EATRE !

BAT (RUMERRTT) EXNFR—TEELMT A, FUEXEREMNAEMUET LX

%o AIREFE M HELIMAZRAPHWARAERTRELIFRE, XTEERELEER, U=
WINRIEAE E—EFBHARERREFATRANE, BNEEH 4, ]SSP HLEARE
RERITRE, RERGMINNME-—THINHER. EREBARNEM—H4E, AEMEADX
TREERIFR, hiFRX—X, FE?XEREHEE—TEAHE BAREURR-TIB?
BNREMR B, 1-2-3, £~ KET !

Augustine

Our First Valentine is by a Theologian named Augustine. He was 4th century
theologian. He had a really sordid background. He was raised in a Christian home
but walked away from the faith to live a hedonist life style, but later came back to
the faith. He wrote an autobiography called “Confessions”, where he aired his dirty
laundry and all of his secrets.

So If Augustine were to write a valentine card, what he would write? — Are you
ready to chuckle?

‘I have a Confession: — | love you.”

(Okay not bad)
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Martin Luther

Next we have a great reformer, Martin Luther-the one who started the protestant
church. Martin Luther was a bull dog. In the 1500s the Catholic Church had
widespread corruption because they were saying you could get to heaven through
Indulgences. An Indulgence was a loophole for to you live your life anyway you
wanted but you could buy a ticket to heaven if you gave so much money to the
Catholic church. Luther was a Catholic monk who knew this was wrong (later on
the Catholic church would stop this practice). So he stood up to the most powerful
entity of the day the Catholic Church. He was put on trial and instead of backing
down from the most powerful force on earth he said, “| cannot and will not recant
anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here | stand, | can
do no other, so help me God. Amen. Martin Luther”

So If Martin Luther the great reformer wrote a Valentines day card, it would read
“My heart...is held captive by you... Here | stand | can do another.” — Martin
Luther.

This moves to a more current debate in Christian Theology. Calvinist and Arminian
debate.
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John Calvin

John Calvin, was another reformer. The main gist of popular Calvinism is that God
elects his saints, and we have no choice in the matter and that God’s election is
unconditional and irresistible. So how would John Calvin, write his valentines day
card.

“Your Irresistible” — John Calvin.
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Jacob Arminius

Now for those who are Arminians: The belief is that man is driven by his free will

and he chooses to serve and follow God. So how would Jacob Arminius write a Vday
card.

“l choose you” — Jacob Arminius.
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CS Lewis

Finally, a more modern scholar. CS Lewis an intellectual thinker. In Greek there
are four kinds of love. Aeros - Romantic love, Storgee — Family love, Philos —
friendship love and agape — Godly love. So how would CS Lewis romance his
sweetheart on Valentines day?

He would write, “I feel all four loves for you” C.S. Lewis.
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Thank you for humoring me with my corny jokes. But this is relevant. What we
begin to see is that our theology informs us of how we view the world. Even in
these five different theologians we can see that their theology shapes things.
Generally their theology is shaped by what they emphasize as most important, but
also what they choose to exclude. This is the case for all of us.
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NEED Our theology is important when we understand the world. Our theology helps



us make sense of the world and how it works. Especially when it comes to all of the
problems we have discussed in the past few weeks such as “Can | trust the Bible? How
do | handle the problem of suffering?” However | believe our theology is especially
important when we try to understand the problem of Evil.
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| think for every single one of us we look at the world and we look at our personal lives

and the problem of evil, and injustice, and it is a challenge for us to understand. Why

does God allow it? We look on the global scale and we see terrorism and evil groups killing
innocent people. We see governments that have no regard for the people whom they are
entrusted to care. In our communities we see crime and hate groups. In our Christian faith we
have seen scandals, corruptions, hypocrisy and even greed. In our jobs we see bad people
using political means to gain power. In our families many of us have been attacked by evil
and different ways. | can guarantee that in this audience there are dozens if not hundreds of
people who are dealing with unfair situations, or are being threatened, or harmed emotionally,
physically or spiritually by evil and bad persons.
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It happens to us all. If you live on planet earth it will happen to every single one of us. The
world theologizes it with bumper stickers that read “Stuff Happens” or “Mean people suck.”
But as believers it is a very troublesome problem because we believe that God is omniscient
and knows everything. God is sovereign and can control all things. God is good meaning
there is no evil in him. But when we theologize what we see in the world and add an
omniscient, sovereign and good God —everything does not add up. Honestly, | know | have
thought this in the past. “If God is so good why does he allow bad people and bad things to
exist.” Really, “If God is so good why does he allow so much ugliness in the world and | my
life?”
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SUBJECT | wish | could stand up here and give you the exact reason for what is

going on in your life and in the world right now. The only thing that | can promise you
today is that we will only scratch the surface of the problem. For me to say | could
explain away all the evil in the world in a 25 minute sermon would be first arrogant and
second insensitive to you. But today | do want to address the problem of evil from

one passage. | do confess, for some of you it will create more questions. But | pray that
you will understand the main point of what | have to say. Today | want to discuss the
problem of evil.
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TEXT Turn with me to Matt 13:24. We are going to examine a story that Jesus shares
with his disciples about the problem of evil.
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PREVIEW Today | want to do a few things.

First | want to examine the parable just as a story without theologizing.

Second we will look at Jesus'’ interpretation and then theologize about it afterwards.

Turn with me to Matt chapter 13 and will begin.
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Jesus has begun his ministry with the twelve. Jesus is performing signs and wonders, people
are getting healed from diseases and sicknesses. Others are being freed from demonic
strong holds. Sinners are returning to the Lord. Jesus is performing real authentic ministry.
But he’s doing it in a new way. But large masses of people are not coming and receiving
Jesus as Messiah instead he is getting massive resistances. He begins to heal people on the
Sabbath and Pharisees are getting offended saying he was breaking the law by working on



the Sabbath. Jesus is doing great miracles and signs but instead of a glorious reception,
instead he gets rejection. His hardest rejections are from two religious/political groups, the
Pharisees and the Sadducees. So Jesus and the disciples are experiencing great ministry but
they are finding and experiencing hostility and some people refuse to repent. Some of these
people would go so far as to slander Jesus and say that his work is done by the devil. | think
for the disciples they must have been quite confused thinking, if we found the messiah why
are we receiving so much hate. Jesus, not being caught off guard begins to teach in parables
to help orient his disciples kingdom of heaven and the kingdoms on earth operate very
differently.
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Jesus teaches about the Parable of the sower how although the message of God may be
preached and shared the result of the message is not based on the message but on the kind
of person who receives it. But Jesus also explains that there are other factors such as the
role of the devil, persecution and the material cares of this world which will turn some people
away.
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Jesus also teaches another Parable of the sower. Because the disciples were going to come
into contact with more hostility and evil, this evil they would see would come in places that
one would think that God would control and not allow it to happen.
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Questions arise if God is in control why would he allow corrupt people to run the temple. If
God is in control why would some of the Pharisees who are teachers of God become their
greatest enemies. The confusing part is that in all of these situations not everyone is bad —
Nicodemus was a godly pharisee and there were many others. The problem is there was a
sprinkling of bad ones. It is these who were hostile.
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2. When we look at a Parable | think it is important to realize that Jesus is explaining a story.
It is quite interesting that when Jesus spoke to crowds he spoke in everyday non-theological
terms. He actually spoke in everyday business terms. This is how he addressed the crowds.
It's quite interesting when Jesus was doing his public ministry he just spoke about life. Not
until later on when he brings his disciples in close does he begin to theologize.
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When we speak of Parables these are stories. It's important to read it as a story. | think it is
important to spend time in the story understanding the themes in the story before we move to
theology. Every good story has a (1) Setting, (2) Characters, (3) Conflict, (4) Turning point (5)
Resolution. | would like to examine this parable in it's agricultural setting using this frame
worked.
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Scripture: Setting, Characters and Conflict (Matt. 13:24-27)
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Matt. 13:24 He put another parable before them, saying. “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’

13:24 HRER IR AL thf 1% . REF G AMIFFHERE.

13:25 REAERHHE. ANECE, FRFHEEZTFE. MET,

13:26 FEMHEMAHE, BFHEHE,

13:27 BERMAESIFMGL, EMF, MTAERRIFHEBRE L . MIBERMTEFIE,

Exposition 82

First before we begin to read that Jesus teaches them in a parable. A parable is an everyday
story that serves as a model or example to point beyond itself. Jesus is not using stories to
entertain or to invoke emotions but to illustrate a point. Every story that Jesus teaches moves
people forward to a better understanding of God and his kingdom.
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(Sovereignty:) This parable is specifically about the kingdom of God. Or God’s rule.
What happens under God’s jurisdiction and sovereignty on earth. | think this is very
important. If it is a kihngdom then the King’s sovereignty does not mean that the King
manipulates everything like a chess board it says that he rules and oversees
everything and at anytime he has the authority and power to command something to
be done at his will and pleasure. This is important because if we say that God’s
sovereignty is him manipulating everything then this parable will give us a lot of
problems.
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Setting: A man who sowed good seed in his field
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The setting begins with a story about an ordinary man doing what was common in the time.
This man sowed some seeds in his field. But | think it is important that Jesus says and makes
it clear that this type of seed is “good” seed. This man is sowing good stuff. If you are going to
go through the work of planting seeds you might as well plant good one right?
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Let’s see what happens next. The passage reads, 25 but while his men were sleeping, This is
important observe who is sleeping.
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I's his men, this reveals to us a couple truths. (1) The owner of the field uses other persons
as agents to do his will. | think this goes back to our understanding of sovereignty. (2) It is his
men or helpers who are sleeping. | think it is important the idea of sleeping is not knowing
what is going on at all times.
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(Funny lllustration: Sleeping Student) | remember when | was in seminary, one of the
professors shared how they played a trick on one of their classmates who would fall
asleep during class. Everyday his buddy would fall asleep. Now in the class at the end
of the lesson the professor would select one of the students to pray to end the class.
So this guy was tired of his friend sleeping in class. So when his friend was in a good
solid snoring sleep. He reaches over grabs his arm and shakes his hurriedly and say,
“‘Dude! Dude!, Prof asked you to close the class in prayer.” So this guy jumps up half
way through class and closes his eyes and bows head. Begins to reverently and
authoritatively close the class in prayer, “Our heavenly father, we thank you for the
lesson we learned today...” Meanwhile the whole class is staring at him wondering
what his going on. He finally says “amen” open his eyes and he sees everyone looking
at him. He realized what just happened. They said he never slept in class again. The
issue about sleeping is that you don’t know what is actually happening. That is why the
Scriptures say that God neither slumbers nor sleeps.
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(The Enemy:) But this is when the story gets interesting. It reads, that his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. What can we observe about this
event.
— Notice that it is a person, not a force or just happenstance.
— Notice the individual is only known as the enemy. In the Greek it reads, a “hostile
person” (Matt 13:28)
— The enemy came while the men were sleeping
— The enemy sowed seeds today knowing that the result of his actions would be
delayed (patient & calculating)
— The enemy had a specific agenda
— The enemy did not touch the good seed, he may not have had the ability to did it up
— The enemy left untraced
— The lasting affect would not be a by direct influence of the enemy but by the weeds
planted.
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But | think it is very important the we remember that the enemy was undetected. | think

this is of vital importance. Just as important. This is an enemy of the owner of the field.
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(Problem/Conflicts:) 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared also. 2677 : B[ KEHUHFEMEHE, BFHhEHXE

This is interesting. Everything starts out fine the good seed grows as purposed and
designed. The issue is not that “also” the weeds appear. You can do your research
and find information about the type of weed that was probably sown probably known
as darnel. But that is not important. But what is important is to compare and contrast
the wheat and the weeds.
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Compare and contrast between the wheat and the weeds.
(1) Both grow
(2) Both use the same soil
(3) They have different sources - good seed from the owner, bad seed from the
enemy.
(4)They have different purposes - one to produce food and one to choke the crop.
(5) One bears grain
(6) One just absorbs nutrients and soil.
XN EFFRF
(1) #EMK,
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(6) — T RIRKEFMIE,
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IMPORTANT: Distinction between wheat and weeds.

| think what is vitally important in this story is the determination of what is wheat and
what is a weed. The wheat was not bigger, taller or more beautiful than the weeds.
The wheat was not more aromatic than the weeds. The difference was the wheat bore
grain and the weeds did not. | think is the most important distinction. The difference
from wheat and the difference of weeds is that wheat bares grain. Question what can
you do with grain? Two things. You can eat it and it will grow you and edify you, and
you can sow it again and it produces more grain. Thus wheat is both edifying and
reproducing. So here we have a problem. Let’s look at this from the servant’s eyes.
They have worked hard and sown a whole field of seeds. Weeks later they find that
this field is mixed with weeds and wheat. How do you think the servants felt?
ER: RS EFHET
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Servants confront the owner:
Servants confront the owner. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said
to him, ‘Master, did you not sow ‘good’ seed in your field?

IPEEXNER - 277 - BERIPAKSFME. M. (RASRIFHEREL 2

The servants come to the master of the house. They question the “goodness” of the seed.
The actions of the master and the house do not match. There is a sense of cognitive
dissonance. Its the idea of having to contradictory beliefs at the same time. Based on the
knowledge that the servants have there are only two explanations:
(1) The Master sowed good and bad seeds and didn’t know it?
(2) The Master sowed good and bad seeds purposely and didn’t admit it?
{FAEEIEANEAT, HHEMFETRR TN BENITATYS, FE—RINMNKRE -
FENERMHERFEHIAR, BIFEMNAOIR, XRERNER

(1) TABRBRTTEZF BT THEF EHBESTHME?

(2) TAHERBEBTTEF BT TEF EFKIA?

Conclusion is either the Master is either ignorant or not able to produce good seed.

ZICTREAREILH, HEILHE

This is the conclusion if we use the knowledge that the servants have with only two variables
(1) seed from the owner (2) field resulting in good wheat and bad weeds, this ultimately
shines a deficiency on the master of the house.
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| wonder what the servants thought?
- How could the master let bad seed in the good and allow us to sew it?
- Did he know and not tell us? Is he bad or is he incompetent?
BREMELNPALDERELEM?

- FARAEEBRFREREZFERELLHAEFE 2

- EERMAREFEN ? thEFEERTRE?

(lllustrations: VW Scandal) Trust is a hard thing to come by and once it is broken or
lost getting people to believe you again is hard. | think of the scandal that VW Bug had
last year. What VW did was that some people inside the company cheated the
emissions testing on their diesel Volkswagens. These Volkswagens were supposed to
be super efficient and low emissions. Some engineers changed the software in the car
to give false readings when the cars were going through emissions. Instead of being a
low emission car some of them were actually emitting 40 times the pollution level
allowed in the US. Imagine the amount of disappointment people had when they found
out that the cars being sold were bad cars. They looked like good cars, they drove like
good cars but they were bad. Imagine all of the people who were disappointed. Every
factory worker who rose early in the morning and worked so hard, every designer who
spent late nights designing their cars, the sales people who sold cars to friends and
family. Car owners who felt duped and now ashamed to drive their cars. The stock
holders who invested in a good reputation. All of that tarnished because the company
knowingly sold bad cars. Because since VW sold bad cars knowingly this have
revealed the character of leaders in the company as either bad or ignorant and
incompetent.

(BIE : KARSERE) EERFEHRFTE —BXRE BREFGEIRREMNE, X
UERBIARRSEEZENRERE, RRAELFEEM—LAEERSE LRI T B
B, XERREAENZESEEBREHERN, —LIRMER T REEFSEBHN
MR IREBREE. SENZEEERE, —LERSREBETEERE40ELL,
AR, BANMIRIARHERMBETEMINZR S LRE, XLEEFEERF, FiEX
A, BHRTERNE, BREZVARKRE., 81 I WP ABERRFHT
£, BT RITERUEBIEMR, HEARIEESRTIECHEMRTFR. EHEARX
HZmMAFEREL4LEFECHE, BRIMNLUANEERRT —REEFHLE. BR
NBFEBRHUHETESBNE, AEVHREZHRT. ERARKRSEFEIRME
ETTERTR EAITLARANSMR: ARTLF, EH, FEEE

(Transition: The real question is Can | Trust the Owner?)
(BT - EEMRIBERENEEEXITETAL ?)
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For the servants this was painful. Many times their pay was going to be a portion of the
profits from the wheat and now, it looks like it is ruined. There only viable option at this
moment is this is the fault of the owner.

MAPANEYH, XR2MREEMAE, REME MMM IRSEEFREH—87, IE
BREBRT . MAIME—BETA ZIXEE E AR,

The real question is Can | Trust the Owner?
BEFMEBERENEEEXNEAL?

Exposition: Turning Point & Resolution 82 : B#iTmME R
Now they wait for the answer from the master. Will he confess and share that he had them
sown bad seed or does he have another explanation.

W IEEFANE S, hEAIAR 1B T 5

The Scripture reads,

28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you
want us to go and gather them?’
A3X 4, 28F, F AR, X2

Let’'s observe this. notice:

The owner does not hesitate.

The owner knows “An enemy” a “ éx8po¢ avBpwTtro¢” did this (Matthew 13:28 GNT-T)
The owner is confident in the answer .

There does not seem to be any anxiety or panic in the process.

There does not seem to be any surprise in the conversation.

ik 14 FE
FABREIRE,
F ASIE T ER e,
FANEEFTHED

Page 11-12

Cognitive dissonance is solved. The owner knows exactly what happens and until the servants asked the
owner they would not know without this revelation.

WHIES — T, TANAREMETIORE, MMERZRTEA, EAEMMIE
. 2T MEIBER,

The question now is what do you do with this mess? You have wheat and weeds growing together. The
problem is that the weeds are going to hinder the wheat. The weeds will absorb nutrients that rightfully
belong to the wheat. The weeds will overshadow the wheat and steal its sunshine. The weeds will steal
water from the wheat. So the natural conclusion is we have to get rid of the weeds Pull them up and
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destroy them. They are from an enemy they will only hinder the work of the sower. But this is what the
owner said.

NAEMRBRX—HABZELD ? EFNRFRE-—SRILT, BFREREFHEK,
SRR ZBETFEFHES, EMZFHIAN, REEFHRKSME, AUEMNBEA
SPINEFTREF, FEMNERBEFESR, ENIMIABERLTIHEHMPEN,
BRFAZRX LA

(The Turning point: Let them grow together) This is the turning point,

(BiTA - LEMN—RILK) X2HF A,
29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gatherlng the weeds you root up the wheat along
with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest,
20F AN, T, BRBHTF, EZXFHKHEK, S0RXEHE—FTK, FEFKEL
This is wisdom on part of the owner. The owner knew that at surface level the weeds
and wheat were distinct and separate. A worker could identify a weed grab it by its
stem and pull it up and toss it into the pile to be burned. However the owner also knew
that beneath the surface there is an intricate root system and all of the plants both
weed and wheat have roots that are twisted and tied together. If you pull up the weeds
their would be wheat tied to the roots and both would be lost.
XEETAMEE, XAME, MREFEFHNEFENBEHN, AFTLUAHBFHIEE
MM FEHRER, EEXBERE, IR AREZHME TEARETHIRR BFNX
FHIREITE -, R FELRMHERIERZ F—H K,

This helps us understand the motive of the enemy in this story. This enemy is so cold
and calculating his goal was to slip in undetected and to hatch a plan that would not be
revealed until he is long gone. Ultimately the reputation and the character would be
maligned, the workers would be hurt and disillusioned, and finally the wheat would be
destroyed in the process. The horrific part is that if the owner was not wise he would
have been the one who would have destroyed his own wheat. But the wisdom of this
owner exceeds the heinous evil of the enemy for he tells his servants let them both
grow together.

XAEB BB BATAZRE PN KN, tBRARHWEBIF O, EMNEMIIRIEME
AFFBRAEM KA MEEIR— MR, ERBRFIEP, BEISBHEMRE s
LENSBUEZHN, RTHARMREATBETENE, HEEFRITFECHET,
BRXUF AMBRZS FRBERMXNL, HFIFIMA, LBFNEF-EKL

For most of this we think it is a simple solution. But it would be hard for the owner to watch his field grow
twisted with weeds. It would be lasting remembrance of the work of his enemy. Honestly you kind of
wonder of people thought when they walked past his field laced with weeds. But because the owner was
first good, second patient and third wise he was able to suffer through it. Let's move to the resolution.

MM%ﬁt%¢T%Mﬁ$%ﬁM%&ﬁ%oﬁ FAEEMFEZRATERTZHE
ZHIE, XRNEILMBEXNXHEN, ZRERSPLSAEBANMIEIZBFEFESR
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MEMNEELE. BRETEAN, - BRE EZ  AMd; £= HEE, fthae
BREBFEFHE, AAEBRINKBRRRAE

(Resolution: Separate them in the end.) Resolution

(FRR  HENFAEFHMEF

...and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned,
but gather the wheat into my barn.” Matt 13 24 12 of 19 Examine the Parable The story does not end until
the harvest time. | think what is important to understand is harvest time is defined by the wheats’ maturity
and not by the weeds. Once the wheat have come to full fruition then it is time for the reapers to gather the
weeds first, bind them and burn them. Then after this has complete is the story finished and all is well.

...... LB R, RENKRIMANE, EFBFIEHE WS BER. HEXF
. BERECE, "A 13241219 EFRXA LW —EIKREIMIHERET LR, HE
F—RAREE PBURRKINBIIRTEF (MAZEF) HERRH, EFREZH
MW ENEREMBNRREF 2, RAE—VBEFT,

Matt. 13:36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house.

AX13:36 ZTHETHEFRN, ETEF

(Transition) Imagine if you were an ordinary listener in the day. It's not a bad story. If you were an
inexperienced farmer you would found this story enlightening. It would have made you mad that someone
could be so hostile or calculating but you now have confidence that the owner in the story is personally
good, has the ability to produce good seed, he is aware of his circumstances, and ultimately is wise in his
in his unconventional thinking. The way the owner thought was rationale and long term thinking about how
to maintain the greatest amount of wheat, where as average thinking like the servants would be to solve
the problem immediately but with horrible collateral damage.

(FiE) BR—TMIBANM—HL—RITR, IMELETE, WRIER—HERTEH

RE, MERGEZXITHEREFERAMNN. SFERFAREMNEITZARULRRES, BR
NEMALEMEIHNEIAARER ARISWENTE, tTHRECHLE EHRA
RSEMNREHEREE., TANEEEGRFEAREMAMKESZE T NARKREREE
F, 2T, EEMERMEIARFEITRRABIHEFRABHHNETHE,

Transition It's a great story in itself. But | think most of us if this was the full story we would ask, “What
does this have to do with me?” If you study Matthew 13 Jesus explains that he speaks in parables to share
basically mysteries about the universe since the foundation of the world. Those whose hearts were willing
to listen and understand they would receive great insight, but those who have heard hearts would either
ignore it or disregard it unimportant. But those who are followers of Jesus, Jesus would share with them
the meaning of the parables. What is important is that the disciples came to Jesus and asked him to
explain the meaning of the parable. This showed that their hearts were receptive. Jesus took them into a
house and spoke to them in private.

WiE BEASFEERY. BRMEXEMENEE, HMNPTDASH  "XEBEEH
HWERRIE?MBMEFRDIABE1BEAS RN, ERERMERE LML B 0 LIEF
HPMW— T EANE, FEAOFTRAEREHAMASHERKEREL, EZHRLERZ0
WMEMAZELZBHEEFENRTEN, ER2ERMEBEREAN, BRERT MRS S
MNHAFE. EXEMZMNEMNEIRHNE FHERLRHENL, XREMNAEEZHN
i, FRERERT St 1A RNEFL T L MATHE
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3. We begin to understand that this is not just a great business story. This is a story that
sheds great light into the workings of the universe.

3. HAIF AR, XHFF—NHERMHELESE MEXNFHEENET.

Scripture

37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the
world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at
the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all lawbreakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

23

37 HEFW : MEIFHAITAZANF ; 38 AR ; FHMEXREZTF ; BFUERE
BZF ; I HEFHINBARER ;. KWBIMWHEAMZERMRT | KEIWARZRE, 40
F[EFIBHEANRE, HAMKTHENL, MAFEEZEFESE, BTN ABKRBIFEE
#), MitEIEBEHSK, 42EHEXFERE  EMELERRYE T, 43008F, L AEMNXMEER
. BRWHSE, BARBE—#, AERITH, PN LT !

(Exposition: Jesus maps the story.)
Jesus begins to map each reference in the story.

ERERULEA T Ll P A RIS MR -

(1) The owner of the field is the Son of Man — which is Jesus who is God in flesh. The Son of
Man is Jesus' title for himself when he alludes that he is a divine being who has been born on
earth through man and woman.

(1) Eﬁiﬂﬂﬁikﬁi%k%— BRLT RS HIERER, EREREFFANANF, EHTHARN®, FiFE
A—ig, BRAERHRLE,

(2) The field is the world — this is important. Jesus is explaining his dominion which is the
whole world. Thus what he is explaining is that everything and everywhere around the world
this same thing is happening.

2) AP EHFA—XTEEMN— =, RFHREHEA, I NEBEEZSEK, ik, #b7E L
LHbEYIR, AT EFIZE B RIBR I,

(3) The good seed is the sons of the kingdom — In previous parables Jesus uses seed to
refer to the word of God. In this one the good seed is the sons of the kingdom or those who
rightfully belong to the kingdom of Jesus.
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(3) FHIEXRE 2 F—ERERIE L ATRILL I B LIFh FLEM N sEsE, FEX e, MFRK
XKEZF MERLAEENHENRKEEENFR.

(4) The enemy or the hostile person is the devil. — This is the area that needs to be
highlighted. The concept of a personal being called the devil is probably one of the least
understood and least discussed elements about Christianity. But | think it is vitally important
to understand. One of the biggest errors that | see as Christians is that we consider evil to be
a “force.” | know it sounds strange but | think we in the star wars generations do not have a
Biblical World view.
Many people talk about evil as a “force” and sometime good as a “force.” It sound innocuous,
but it is quite dangerous. The Bible never refers to evil or good as a force. Both good and evil
come from personal beings. The Holy Spirit, He is not a force. He is a person! We can talk to
a person. A person can help us. There are no a-personal forces in the universe. Behind every
evil is a person.
Many times people will refer to global evil in terms of forces. | believe that groups that
promote terror are evi—whether it is religious terror, racial terror, political terror or any kind of
terror. Any group that kills innocent people to make a statement is evil. But | do not believe
there is a cosmic “force” behind it. | believe there is an evil person influencing the hearts of
people secretly. | don’t know how to defeat a force. In the end, how do you get justice against
a force?
| think we as Christians must have a world view that includes the personal, created being
known as the devil. And Scripture also illuminates that he as 1/3 of the angels working for
him. Let’s continue on.
4) MBS BEERERER—HNAIELHIERR, EEEZRNETR, ROKICTIERFE
BRI, BRAANXATEMEZRSREEREN, BIEXMARE, EEfRHESD—INFIRN
2 BMRUAAMEZR—HNE EMNBLEZXRKNKMEFT, WERARERFRE, WA=,
RRETHENEREEFIEFZEMERN, TOANEBREENNE, S[/EEFNHNE, RE
BkR XENAETHAHK EBERPAEEERERYE ZEMESFIEESEHEBENNE E5%
HMEXEFEMTENRE, ZERTE—BNE, WEFNERKE, #beTLUERBIANKE, #aTLl
BEEA), FEPLNEEFRETEAMNE, MENIMEHRZHRE M EMISSERRTT LM,
HERZ ANERBRMMBEN—BRANE, BBEEBLEHIDHENL—TREERE. Wik,
AR HEMEER E—ALARTERN . RAIEIRBLEERFKES WK, #MEBMEM,
BEETHEHIMINHZ—BRFENE, HBEER2—URBEEAMOLDROELEMTTESR,
BARGMAESM—RNE, BHEH, EMNNEHE-RAERZLUE? HIANEEEHH
SN HEABBEEFB T EMER, ZLERBERFTAE=2—HRERE T, LB
ZEERERAILL I,

(5) The harvest is the end of the age. — This is important again. This scenario that Jesus is
talking about is not a short term concept. It spans until the time of judgement. This is
important because Jesus says that this season has a clear beginning, middle and an end.
The world will not always be this way. One day there will be finality.
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(5) KB BEREHRNKR T — X SEEN, BHACHNS, REXHFE—H— 58
BR MERLAFEREEREOTH, FEME, DEERERFERS. S9ENE
Kit ZHRFRAEREXMETH, X KBLIE,

(6) The reapers are the angels. — This is interesting because this passage will give us
insights on how the angels response to this evil.

(6) MBI AR RE—X5IEERE T HATHINE, XEZXIEZERFHAELS R EFE N
[E] RX B,

Exposition: Investigate the person of the Devil

fRE . ERHMAKEE

Let’s relive this story now understanding how Jesus has mapped it. Jesus who is

God, in flesh is the sower of the seed. Throughout time and eternity he has sown good seed,
because he is good. But there is an enemy known as the devil. He has operated on this earth
and still operates on this earth in the same way. He is cold, and calculating. He is patient. He
has a number of agendas. It think this is vital for us to understand the agenda of Satan and
how he works.

HAHB T ERSR AN LME AT R AMEYE X L, MERILEN—RR S MAEA
Xtth, EREREM, #A A THRSHMA, HEHEMFHOEMNE EHAMHREREESE,
wENSZBBIEEFHM T, A, BEMANBRHBNE, HMESTENS, THER
FEHBEMEM LT, tAMLEE FETERE METhE Fieir2im BALATH
BUERIR TR

(1) He operates with the sole purpose of being undetected. The devil’s greatest weapon is his
undetection. No one knows and some people refuse to believe that he exists. This is probably
the most devastating weapon he has.

() TS, SRETERE, BREFENRBAZTREDR, REAMEMMEFE, TR
BEAFTEREMNEE, XAREEMEERNIEHKER.

(2) He does not actively pull every string like a puppet master. This is very important. The
devil is not omni present. He does have a 1/3 of the angels at his disposal, but even so he
cannot pull every string himself. Instead he sows seeds of people who cause sin and those
who are lawless.

2) A= EFHIFERBRIT—MRIRAANH - —3), IZRREEN BRITAEILT
7, E=S—HXEBMES, BMATATREREAREANES, AM, HMEFERK
BT, JLEmEmE NMEERREESE.

(3) The most painful part of the seeds that he sows is that we cannot tell from the beginning
which one’s are good and which ones are bad until they begin to grow. It's a slow deception.
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Q) RTRERRMME, MATHENITF EENSIFHNMFRESAIH, EEEMIHAK
U, ENFETLUEEMNS ¥tk XBRAMER,

(4) The devil's first goal is to get people to believe that the Son of Man is not good

| think this is interesting that it's not just human beings that he attempts this to happen. The
persons who suffered cognitive dissonance is this story were not humans, but actually the
angels. It's most as if there is a bigger agenda in the story than just humans but the devil
wanted to malign the character of God even before the angels.

(4) BRMEZBRR, MREUANRUANAFIZEREN, FlNE TR HBEAREE
ZXBIR, EXEEES, HSBAMNKBY, EATEARMERE, XEEBAUEREZIER
A%, BRREHEBEAREMHEATHEESELE,

(5) The second goal of the devil was to provoke the Son of Man to tear up his field

This is the heinous part. The enemy knew that he could not tear up the field on his own but
instead he wanted to the owner of the field to his work for him.

(5) BRMREBN, MERERMAFERITECHAN, XIEXKE BNEB LT
REEthECHENEERBN Rit, WEEEAMMHT ABHTHAMAERE,

(Application: GOD IF YOU ARE WHO YOU SAY YOUR ARE....) In our lives we

are going to experience pain and suffering. No matter what realm of this world

we look at we are going to see evil.

(3R - A, (RERMAAEMMNEMR...) BNELEGMNRER, PRATBLEENEE #X
HE BNFECEEETE SFEHEST BANHMEILE ITBE,

In the world’s landscape we have billions of God honoring believers doing

God’s work, but we also have groups bent on global terrorism.

e E, TEREHMEREENMEL, IR, RNTEAKAEEHRRDHE
B 5

In our country we have people who go into politics who honestly want to make

a difference but it seems like it is the most wrong one’s who make it to major

seats of power. | have a friend that says no longer are the political parties Democrat and
Republican, but it is now us the common person vs them who run our governments.
AEMNHERY, FLEASBRENEER/AH, A2 FEHBERTFMERNATHTREEN
BUuahI, BA—GAAREHTHASHBUARS, INTERBRRE(FIRRIFAR)Z AR
AF, MEEANXLETREHRBAFHNE.,

In our communities we good people doing godly work but at the same time we see bad

people rare their ugly heads. Then we have groups and people that promote crime and
hatred.
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EHEMNMHRS, BNXERBIFARENEHET, A8 BAZELGEZELH TEHLAS

MAEHT FEERNIE,

Even in the sphere of Christian religion we have tons of wonderful ministries that love the

Lord and serve him whole heartedly, but there are some that have tarnished the Christian

name because of scandal and corruption.

MEEEBHMWE T, EFTBHMNESRELI, FEBFHMNNEMZSMESO0MMESHS, T2
Lt EREREMNEAMSREBRNBFEEMA,

Even in our churches, | have seen wonderful churches filled with wonderful people who love
the Lord, but the work of the gospel is frustrated because the enemy has people who hurt
and manipulate others.

MEEHED, HFERENETFHBERTHREZINAN, A1, BNERFERELANEMENER
Pth A, FEEIHIIEZH,

At work, you are doing what you love and enjoy around great people and it only takes one
mean person bent on making your life miserable to steal any sense of satisfaction in your job.
HEI R, MRFUHRSEEILTRIFHIEXR, FAILEMREN, A, ZPMESR
wRAMHRESE, BLFETELXEZIELHHERR.

You are business man and you thought you had a great business deal with a great partner.
And your partner turns around and stabs you in the back.

BRIMRR— AR, REIMBR— AT KEER T —IERMFLIRE, a2, K
FHEH, FERMLULEE.

For kid’s at school all it takes is one bully to make your life miserable.

MNRAREG, REFRPE-RLEH, MM EFTEERMEAEBE

For a young woman dating all it takes is one creep who calls himself a Christian to create
terrible pain or suffering.

—MIEAZEHLKR, TREEZRT -BBRMAEERHINSENSE, MHRKBBAMEK,

Even in a marriage, Satan can sow seeds of sin or a even send another person to practically
ruin a marriage.

MEEEEYS, BETLUETRRR, =SHEIAE=EF MMBETIER,

Even in our own souls, you may feel like God has promised you something that you believe is
good and God honoring — but all you have received is grief pain and suffering.
HEMNHDORF, REEBNTFEGSIR—LERIFNRERNEY—TAIZE, BIKEIREANEE
TR, BRI,

Then we step back and we begin to theologize. If there is a God who is in control who says
that he is good and he only gives good gifts, but in my life | have been confronted with evil.
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Something does not match up? A + B = C. When it come down to it you are really dealing
with trust issues with God. You really are on the edge questioning God’s character.
LEHIMER—F, RIEFFEHZEL BREAENEERE #TEMMIEXE FREIBG TR
. AR, BEAGMREPHNTEELRBHERE, XREFE?R + 2 TFTRH, HHEA]
DMz, ZEREMZEFHHRIE, XEMEZ RFERERZHAMEE.

In your life everywhere you look you see evil and sin and ugliness raring it’s uglihead. What
you want to ask God is this:
LBEMNHBEE, FFEEHREME. FTMEENLAZEN, BINEFERMEERMIE

GOD IF YOU ARE SOVEREIGN LIKE YOU SAY YOU ARE, YOU ARE GOOD LIKE YOU
SAY YOU ARE WHY IS THERE SO MUCH UGLINESS AND EVIL IN THE WORLD AND IN

H ! RERERIMATEMMARESE, REZMMAMEMMESZZIRE, AAEH ENERNE
e, EBLZHRMEMME! o1 o1

Or
B

GOD IF YOU ARE IN CONTROL LIKE YOU SAY YOU ARE WHY DON'T YOU WIPE OUT
THIS EVIL??1
M ! B MENREANEEZZEERERY, AEFERIRMBREER XE ?

You know what all of us have felt that way. Do you know what his answer is?
BN AIEIAE R —IESE, IR, HHEERMHL?

[Bring it down] K£&H
You know what all of us have felt that way. Do you know what his answer is?
fREDEH AN E PR, BRMEBHEERTLE?

Because | love you.

EREELR.

| know that some of you are feeling that that is a strange answer but it is true. It
is because he loves you. First we need to realize that everything that happens is
not the intended desire of God. There is an enemy a hostile being bent on
defaming God’s character, his goal is to make this world, to make our nations,
to make our communities to make our churches to make our families and make
our lives so ugly in God'’s sight that God would pull it up. God would destroy

his own creation. If God is not willing to destroy his own creation, at least the
weeds that Satan has sown will frustrate God’s work.
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HAME-LASRFXZITFEMRE, BHREEN. RAMER, EERNEERIFELR
AHXEEFRTZ IR, H—INE, — I FBENBRH, IEEHEHHRE, B
MR ERMNMWER, BRIONMWER ROWHER, BOWBER BOHORE BOWETERR
hEXR—EE UETHEERNEBLER ZEaRTHECHEE, IEHTEERITECH
&, EVPHERTHEFREEHHIE,

But it is only out of God'’s love for you that he does not pull up the weeds. The

problem is in the beginning we cannot spot who is wheat and who is a weed.

The only way the angels could tell is that one produced and the just consumed.

One would multiply and the other would just frustrate. The second problem is

that by the time they would produce, on the surface they looked distinct, but

under the earth the root systems had grown together. The roots were

intertwined. In the same way it looks like evil is clearly defined, but it isn’t. If

good uprooted evil it might destroy us.

BR REAN#HME, #EEEEFELE, NEREFRMMERNTESPNLEEEF,
MLEZHT, REW—FTLOMBMAAEZR—LEXT, HWURERKESF, — LT,
—LNRAERF, BE, TEKHHE ZAeltEzZEESFH, B THIENHNZE—R
AR, MNMIERERAE N, R, MEFEXRRFEEFTEHNEN, AIZHTFA.
INRIE BB IE LK, BAthAIRERRIRF,

Think about it. How many of you have unbelievers in your family tree? Some of you might
have some real sinister people in your history. What if God eliminated the evil in your history.
Even today we fully can’t discern who is evil and who is good. If God removed all evil —
remember evil is personal | think we would then defame God as monster. When we saw the
collateral damage of God’s cleansing work it would be devastating. So God in his infinite
wisdom and love for us he commanded his angels to let them grow together. But if we
theologize about this through the whole lens of Scripture. Every single one of us were weeds
at sometime. Every single one of us was destined for wrath and destruction. But it is by the
touch of Jesus Christ the great grander who can touch a weed and turn it into wheat that we
are saved to produce good fruit.

frE—8, MfMIZOAREBATERN 2 MR —EAFREERIFEEREH/NMA, BERE
ETIRENEEEE, ELE2BESX, BMNMATEITEHTEHERSEA, HEEHFA
NEHEEMRAESE, EEEBEREENAN, BERRINGEMISTE., ZSBNEI®E
ATEMETHEN, NEMNHITERRFERN, L, #LUENENMESTHEEME,
i R RENWFHIF—RIKK, BRNBNAZBARAZLHBENLEE, BNE—TAE
E—mzI#ME2EF, BNE— T ABREENHARBMNKRT, BEREBEFKAOEREREEH
R, #IBHNMBFERTEF, EANEHRMMATIEHRRE,

Jesus has done this because he loves you. He is waiting for you. There may be some people
who know they are weeds in this congregation right now and God has no desire to destroy
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you. He’s waiting for you. That is why Jesus ends his parables, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.” Or whoever is willing to listen to God obey.

ERER X L TR N HFIR, HEFRFM. HAESKHNEXREETREF —LEANEECSEMTF,
MAEERKIR, MEEFRFR, XRRANTLIFXFER MW - FER, AR, 3
B BEWLF RN IR,

(Application: The devil knows that seeds work.) | think many of us may have another
question. If the devil knows that God will not be fooled why would he keep
doing this?

CRA  BEMEHMHIE) HRBERNTFZATESESNS—TEE, RIVEENERTS
B, AL EE—EHIRE?

The enemy knows that this plan might not work on God, but it has worked on you. He has
done it over and over and over. The devil knows that for most of us when we see evil and try
to root it out ourselves we will make a bigger mess out of it. Or when we see the weeds we
will walk away disenfranchised of God. The devil knows if he sows evil seeds that for some of
you that you will destroy the very thing you love.
BAFEMPTESRS EFRER BEMFRELE, ti—EEZEMHM, BTEMENHMNKE
A ANEH, BIHREHEHEESEREN, ENKESERE. &, BNBFIRTFHINSME
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That is why he plants evil seeds in politics so Christians will not want to be involved.
That is why he plants evil seeds in ministries so people will lose trust in God.

That is why he plants evil seed in marriages so you will toss your marriage.

That is why he plants evil seeds in communities so godly people will leave.

That is why he plants evil seeds in your job so you will quit and give up.

That is why he plants evil seeds in you school, so you will hate school and never do well.
That is why he plants evil seeds in your calling so you will doubt God and never fulfill the plan
God has for you.
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XMEN 2 ELCREHEMN, UEFTANSEF,
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The devil plants evil seeds because he knows it works. When he’s done. He’s hurt you. He’s
made you distrust God. Now you’'ve made a mess of everything. Eventually you walk away.

TERTEM EAMIMEREER, ST, thihE TR MEMENmEERER, RIE
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Exposition: Time is of the essense &3 : R AI{F

| do think there is something very important to understand. Time is of the essence. God will
not wait forever. God is waiting for the fullness of time. One day he will send down his angels
as reapers. They will with precision separate those who are the sons and daughters of God
and those who are the sons and disobedience. God is omniscient he knows our hearts, he
knows our motives. There are no hidden agendas that God cannot see. God will take the evil
doers and cast them into a real lake of fire. But the righteous they will shine like the sun in the
kingdom.
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(Application) There is hope. This season will pass. Justice will be served. But | know for many
us it helps but | know deep in my heart sometimes | feel like. | believe this. | know this to be
true. But does God really understand the hurt that | am going through. Then | stop and think
about this passage. Can you imagine. Jesus in a little tiny room with his twelve disciples
telling this story. Peter, James, John, and all of the disciples — including one in particular

— Judas, Iscariot — the one who would later betray him. Even as Jesus spoke he knew full
well that in his presence was a son of the devil. Jesus even knew that Judas was stealing
money from them. Eventually it would be Judas who would hand him over to be crucified.
Jesus knowing full well. Let them grow together. He ate with Judas, he taught Judas, he even
washed Judas’ feet. Jesus knew if he rooted up the evil in his midst his divine plan of human
redemption would have been ripped up and all of us would have been lost.
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lIl. CONCLUSION 412
POINTS RECAP £ = [E]/i
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