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One of the things | appreciate about the Bible is the honesty you see in how people feel
about what God has allowed to happen in their lives, especially in difficult times. God actually
encourages this raw honesty with Him. Read through the book of Psalms if you want to have a
vocabulary for honest prayer. About 2/3 of the book consists of prayers that arise out of
tragedy. Maybe God intended that to help calibrate our expectations about life. There will be a
lot of struggles. Even this week, as | wrote in prayer journal, | found myself asking the question
Why? in response to some challenges.
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That's why studying Job has been helpful. When I think of the tsunami of suffering that
inundates Job, | think of the prayer we know as Psalm 46. It begins by describing the one solid
place: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea ... (vwv. 1-2) It
ends with this invitation: Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the nations, |
will be exalted in the earth. (v. 8)

X At A2 2 e 2 R B FRAT . A3RAE BN ZR0E B v Bt i, FRAR R
(¥ 46 5. B JFaEliR — AR WA, A2 JATHIREAE R A A&, 7R P ) —
KA. Fit, FAOIASFN, Letahlig. (vwl-2) BERRER: Z2F, ZaiEde
LRSS E P 5, et B, (v8)

Have you ever noticed how hard it is to be still when we're suffering? | tend to get busy
trying to find solutions. The Psalms show us that we get impatient with God when He doesn't
answer us in the ways or the timeframe we want.
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In Job's case, we know the high regard God has for him. We hear it in the opening
chapter of the book. God declares, Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. (1.8) Yet as
the time of Job's suffering gets longer and longer, it eats away at his confidence in God. He
vacillates back and forth. Sometimes he expresses hope that God will vindicate him; at other
times he cries out for an opportunity to make his own defense before God. Sometimes he
defends God's integrity; at other times He questions God's judgment.
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The time comes when God finally speaks, but He doesn't come to Job with answers; He
comes to Job with questions. Strangely enough, the questions of God provide the answers Job



needs. For the better part of 35 chapters, other people try speaking up for God—Job's three
friends think they have it nailed down when they hammer Job with accusations based on their
twisted theology of suffering; Job thrashes around trying to find an explanation that can keep
him afloat; finally a younger man who witnesses this speaks up.
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These chapters remind me of what it's like taking off in an airplane into stormy
weather. The turbulence shakes and disorients you; the clouds obscure any sense of direction;
tension blankets the people with you. But then you break through the clouds and the brilliant
sunshine floods the cabin. It's like you've entered another world. That's the effect when God
finally speaks for Himself.
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Listen to his first words designed to answer Job: Who is this that darkens my counsel
with words without knowledge? (38.2) Let's read that again slowly. Do you see what Job has
done with his own attempts to rationalize and resolve his suffering? He resorted to explanations
that lack true knowledge. As a result, he has made matters worse. He has darkened God's
counsel. He has made it harder to see than it needed to be.
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At various points in this drama Job has declared his desire to present his case before
God so that He could be proved innocent of any blame for the disasters that ran over him. God
turns the tables on Job's insistence that Job get a hearing from God. He says to Job: Brace
yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. (38.3)
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Notice where God begins the questioning. 1573 = 1 & MR B FF 46 1] 15 1)

READ 38:4-7. Job, tell me about the design of this world and how that design came into
being. God takes Job back to the birth of creation. What do we human beings really know
about that? We can argue about our theories, but there isn't an eyewitness to be found in the
history of the human race. It's all theory and conjecture compared with the personal
involvement and direction God had at that moment. And those creatures privileged to see it
unfold, the angels, cheered in amazement at what they saw God do.
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God moves on next to the power of the sea. Job lived in the land of Uz. While we don't
know the exact borders of this ancient land, we know enough about it from this book to realize



it's likely an area just east of Palestine. So during the travels Job speaks about in his lifetime no
doubt he stood on the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean. So God asks,
READ 38:8-11. Does Job have any power over the waters of the world? Water holds the keys
to human life. People cluster around sources of fresh water. They harvest food from
water. They engage in commerce by traveling over water. Job, how much control do you exert
over the ever-changing forces of water?
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Then God uses the creation of light to introduce the question of justice. READ 38.12-
15. Just as the light of dawn floods over the earth to bring all things to light, so the justice of
God spreads over the earth finding the wicked. Job, can you do that? Can you make that
happen?
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The questioning continues. READ 38.16-18. Job, do you understand the vastness of
this world? Do you hold time in your hands? Do you establish the beginning and end of life?
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The same applies to the march of light and darkness, to the changing of seasons and
the cycling of the weather. But it's more than the physical phenomena. God actually challenges
Job to see how these physical factors direct the course of human history. READ VV. 22, 23.
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Then God calls Job's attention to the parts of the creation that he can only see from a
distance, the ones where can only act as a passive observer. He asks about the starts and the
constellations waltzing in their positions overhead throughout the history of humanity. READ VV.
31-33.
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What about the animals? Who watches over them? Who tends them? Who cares for
them? READ VV. 38.39-39.4. Can Job establish his control over these wild creatures? Can he
tame a wild ox? Can he endow them with their unique characteristics—the speed of an ostrich
to run to safety, the courage of a horse to charge into battle, the vision of a hawk to spot its prey?
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What can Job say? What can any of us say to the Designer and Creator and Provider of
everything we see? It's like the questions God inspired Isaiah to ask the people of Israel: You
turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed



say to him who formed it, “He did not make me”? Can the pot say of the potter, “He knows
nothing”? (29.16)
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Before we start ranting and raving against God in our ignorance about what we can't see,
God speaks to Job in a way that helps us to look at His power, His wisdom, His glory in what we
can see. When we look at what we can see, God asks the appropriate question and Job gives
the appropriate answer: “Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who
accuses God answer him!” Then Job answered the LORD: “I am unworthy—how can | reply to
you? | put my hand over my mouth. | spoke once, but | have no answer— twice, but | will say no
more.” (40.1-5)
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We might think that settles the issue. But God knows the lessons we need to learn
better than we do. So God speaks to Job in a second round of questioning. In this second
round of questioning, God gets more direct with Job. Brace yourself like a man; | will question
you, and you shall answer me. Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to
justify yourself? (40.7-8) It's really a question about who and what we trust. Will we trust our
judgment over God's? Really? Will we lift up our understanding over God's in order to ensure
that our view prevails? So God asks Job about his qualifications to enforce justice. READ 40.9-
14. Do you see how this puts us in our place and God in His? God follows this up with two
descriptions of two powerful animals Job would have steered clear of—a hippopotamus and a
crocodile. You get in the water with either one and they will snap you like a toothpick. Look at
what God says about the mighty crocodile—READ 41.1-5. The answers are no, no, no, no, no,
no and no! The point of all this comes out in v. 10 and 11. READ 41.10, 11.

PATEAF LLNIXHER 7 7 W, B BT SE RS A 17 252 S Thik. P DA AL {aH
TEHETRME R X A, MNAMAEINER: 7. IRE . IR, ARATEL
fendl. REFEFRERIHUER. S ERAE. HFRACH 4. 7 (40 % 7-8 7)) IX[a)#
FIRR AR R T AT UERIAT 4 o RAT2AHME B CRAINT Sl g 2 B X pend 2 JoA/] o m 28
H RV T H R € FAT TR AU S e 2 B DA [ AP At U R 2 SO BEAS o T 132 40 5 O-
14 5. PREEE BIRXAATIEIRATE C RO B AR AL E AR M 2 fhRe s HI WA 58 4 ISPk i ik 4t
HIUL s - ] Sy RS 4 UROEZK B SR — MBS B R T K o AL IRATE A dn ] ik 55 4
MBS - 51 41 5 15797, &%, A A, A A A A I R—PIRZEREAE 10-11
TN

So how does all this help us? Job shows us in his response because he tells us what he
has learned from the two cross-examinations God put him through. What did he learn from the
first cross-examination about God's role in creating and overseeing all things? READ 42.2-3.
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Do you see it?
1) God's wisdom rises above ours; it's foolish to resist and resent it.
2) God's ways are beyond ours; it's foolish to question Him.
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It's not enough to have knowledge about God. These cross-examinations took Job to
the next level of knowledge. READ 42.4-6.
1) We need personal knowledge of the glory and greatness of God.
2) We need personal repentance for our pride and presumption before God.
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| needed that this week. Remember that | told you | used the word Why? in my prayer

journal about something that he had been bugging me. Do you want to know what God brought
to my mind after | wrote that? God brought this passage to mind. | believe He was showing me
that | need to practice what I'm preaching—which may mean this is the last time | preach on
Job. God wants us to know Him in our struggle, not just find some answer that we find
acceptable.
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Can God help us in our pain? He's the only One who can. Any other help crumbles in
the long run because it isn't based on the design of the Designer; it isn't founded on the
foundation of the Creator; it isn't aligned with the Justice of the ultimate Judge; it isn't centered
on the wisdom of the Giver of true wisdom.
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What do we need more than anything else in our suffering? We need to be still and
know that He is God. We need to be humble and know that we are not. | will grant that there
are some questions about our specific trials and suffering that we simply can't answer. But
there are some things we can always know in our suffering.
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We can know that there is truly only One person who has suffered innocently in this
world through all of human history. That One person is our Lord Jesus. He is the only sinless
human being that ever walked this planet. Not only did He suffer unjustly, He came for the
express purpose of taking on Himself all the suffering of all the sin that all human beings have
created. He took it all. Why did He do that? Because He loves us, and because He is the only
One who could fix the problem. So if we are ever tempted—no, when we are tempted—to think
that God doesn't know what He's doing, or worse that He doesn't care about our suffering, we
can see far more clearly than Job about the power of God, the justice of God, the provision of
God and the wisdom of God. On the cross, Jesus displays all of them in blazing brilliance.
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As one biblical author puts it, Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need. (Heb. 4:14-16) Be still and know that He is God!
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Song Indescribable.

Mathis prayer letter 12/8/15

Lessons we continue to learn through it all......

"Suffering, insecurities, thoughts of “can things here ever change” often have a way of stirring
up our need for our King. Aren’t we blessed!

We are people wired for logic...we want the dots to connect. How can we exalt a God our hearts
adore, without questioning the evil, the pain, the battle we see with our eyes...that we
experience?

How do we rectify tragedy and trials, lives filled with daily suffering and no end in sight with
theology? Truthfully, we have no idea. We can only share plenty of "l don't knows" and our
answers will come in tight hugs, a hot meal, shared tears and time.

But, here's the thing we know... “we ARE given all we need” (2 Pet. 1:3). So... IF healing were
to be found in the answers... we would have them.

It doesn’t stop us from wondering that if by some crazy miracle we were given all theological
understanding, would we find ourselves...still lacking.

We continue to learn that Jesus is perfect theology.

We're reminded that there are two realities at war here.

We are sure of is His character. And fortunately, when we can't seem to rectify that character to
our circumstances, then we will choose to step in to what we know instead of what we don't
know.

What we know is that...

...He is a good, good Father.

...the enemy steals life and Jesus gives life.

...there is this Big God Story, in which all redemption comes to pass, where mercy overcomes,
and this need for answers will fall away under the weight His of glory.

...everything He touches is redeemed.

...His pursuit is relentless.

...His peace is real.

...His comfort is steady.



...He weeps. We know He weeps...and He weeps with us.
...His joy comes every morning
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