Colossians 1.15-23
TP 1.15-23

It's obvious that English-speaking people love rescue stories. In childhood,
many of the fairy tales we tell our kids are rescue stories. Cinderella gets rescued
from the home of her cruel stepmother. The woodsman comes in the nick of time
to save Little Red Riding Hood. Even the three little pigs manage to escape the
big, bad wolf. And our affinity for rescue stories doesn't die with childhood. The
movie Apollo 13 and the recent movie Martian are rescue stories. We love the
idea that somehow we can get out of a fix, either by our own ingenuity or by
watching some hero beat the odds and save the day.
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If you love rescue stories, you won't find a better book than the Bible because it
contains the greatest rescue story of all time. Here's how Paul describes what God

did for us in Christ: he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the Kingdom of the Son he loves (Col 1.13).
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In today's passage, Paul picks up on this amazing rescue and reminds us who
our Rescuer is and how He rescues us. It will help us get ready this morning to

celebrate communion by giving us a fresh look at how desperate our circumstances
are apart from Jesus.
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Paul begins with our Rescuer, and you'll see how he tells us—
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I. DON'T LOSE SIGHT OF THE LORD JESUS, OUR RESCUER (VV. 15-
20)

—, NEBHLCNTHIRIE R, LB (VV. 15-20)
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1 think Paul uses a literary device typical of his day to communicate the exhaustive
supremacy of Jesus. He does that through seven statements intended to remind us
of the exalted position Jesus holds. [ want to take a very complex paragraph and
try to make it as simple and understandable as I can.
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Don't get lost in the details as Paul unfurls this list of declarations. We can
condense these seven declarations into three bigger truths. Here's the first—
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A. Our Rescuer is none other than God Himself (v. 15a)

A, TATHEEEEE AN, IEZ2MEE T (vi5a)

1. READ 15A. When Paul makes this statement, we have to explain how
it's different from the first book of the Bible that says that we, as human beings, are
made in the image of God. That's where the context helps us understand that Jesus
displays the image of God in a way far more exhaustive than the way we do.
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2. Look back a couple of verses. READ VV. 12-13. You can see that Paul
views the kingdom of light, God's kingdom, and the kingdom of Jesus as one and
the same, interchangeable. So even before we come to verse 15, Paul speaks of the
kingdom of Jesus and the kingdom of God the Father in the same terms without
flinching.
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3. Do you see how that helps us recognize how grave our situation is? No
one can rescue us but God. God Himself had to step down from His throne to help
us.
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If we understand that first truth, that our Rescuer is God Himself, we won't be
surprised by the next description Paul gives us of our Rescuer:
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B. Our Rescuer is the Creator of all things (vv. 15b-17)
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B. AW AR TMHIRNEE (VV. 15B-17)
Paul gets this across in three different ways.
IR =P 7 TR FE
1. READ V. 15B. He is the firstborn of creation. This statement has
caused a lot of confusion throughout church history.
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a. False teachers, past and present, have latched onto this verse as proof
that Jesus is not God. They take this statement to imply that Jesus was the first
created being.
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b. If you took this statement in isolation, that might be a plausible
interpretation. But that's why we need to read the context, because everything in
this context points to a different understanding of this phrase. Take a look at verse
16 and tell me if it doesn't clarify what Paul means. READ V. 16.
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1. Do you get the idea Paul wanted to make sure that we see clearly
that everything that exists came into being because of Jesus?
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i1. All things were created by Him. He is the author of creation. All
things were created through (that's a different preposition and that's how I would
translate it) Him. He is the agent of creation. All things were created for Him.
He is the aim of creation. When you look at what the Bible teaches about creation
you can't say those things about anyone other than the Lord God of Israel. Think
of what this means about you and me. Each one of us can say, I was created by
Him. I'was created through Him. I was created for Him. The One who created us
had to rescue us. No one else could do it.
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c. So why does Paul use the term firstborn here? It points to Jesus'
position of favor. The firstborn in a Jewish family had a unique role and unique
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privileges in the family. Jesus as the Son of God has a unique role and unique
privileges over all creation.
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d. One other thing. Did you notice how Paul emphasizes these heavenly
beings he calls thrones, powers, rulers, and authorities? This church had gotten
sidetracked by some teaching about the importance of angels and heavenly beings
and had turned to them for help rather than to the Lord Jesus.
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If the Colossian church erred in getting hung up on the powers of the unseen
spiritual world, we can get caught up in exalting human leaders and personalities.
America is a celebrity culture. The church in American tends to import that flaw.
I have heard churches looking for a new pastor saying, If only we can find the right
pastor, our church will really take off. 1f some well-known person becomes a
believer, sometimes you'll find they get pushed into the limelight. Why do we do
that? We're putting our trust in people rather than the Lord Jesus. Look at the
reminder Paul gives the church at Corinth because it will help us keep Christ
firmly fixed in His exalted position as Creator and Master of all things. READ 1
COR 1.26-29.
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Verse 17 gives us the final details about the creative power of our Rescuer.
17 745 T FNIHKTFNTHIERE 2T Y& BE 7T HIR I HI T -

2. READ V. 17. Not only do all things come into existence through Jesus,
all things owe their ongoing existence to Him as the sustainer of all
things. Isn't that like what we read in Hebrews 1 where it says He
sustains all things by His powerful word?
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We all have the Lord Himself to thank for our ongoing existence—our bodies

remain intact and joined with our spirits because of the intervention of Jesus
Himself. Everything that supports our life—the air we breathe, the water we drink,
the rich soil that yields crops—He holds all of it in His hands. On a bigger scale,
He sustains the planet we inhabit, the sun that we orbit and the galaxy our solar
system occupies. Every angel and every demon continue to exist only with His
permission and provision.
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Our rescue rests in the hands of the One who not only called us into existence
but who makes our ongoing existence possible. Think of all the people we look to
for our safety and security and welfare—people who serve as police officers and
firefighters and other emergency personnel, people who take care of our medical
problems, or people who provide basic services like electricity and natural gas.
Many of us would say our cellular service providers fall into the same category—
what would we do without our mobile phones? We got on a shuttle bus at the
airport last week and every single person sitting on the bus had their eyes glued to
their phones, so I joked with them about needing to get my cell phone out, too. We
have people who provide governmental services—Ilike maintaining our roads and
plowing them when it snows while others serve in the military to protect our
country. We depend on our employers to pay us, and farmers to grow our food and
banking systems for the free flow of commerce. As much as we depend on all
sorts of people and organizations and businesses, everyone and everything we can
think of that we depend on depends on God.
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As if that weren't enough to establish the all-encompassing supremacy of Jesus,
Paul goes on. Not only is our Rescuer the Creator of all things
IR AGE LTI T2 TT RITE LI, (REBEES . LA
BN THITRI > T7 PRI ER) T

C. Our Rescuer rules the new creation as well (vv. 18-20)
C. BATHEBE B EEEFILE (VV. 18-20)

1. READ VV. 18-20. Headship means not only authority but responsibility.

He rules the church and takes care of the church. He directs the church and
protects the church. He oversees the church and nurtures the church.

When you look at our congregation, the ultimate responsibility doesn't lie with
the elders or the members or the staff. The ultimate welfare of our church lies with
Jesus. When you're hurting, as fellow believers we can do our part in praying and
encouraging and coming alongside you. But what we do needs to originate with
the Head acting through us in the same way our body acts under the guidance of
our head.

1 FBE VV.e 18-200 —HKZKAMUEMRERT), A7 1lE. MEEEHAS,
FHRBEH . M EEB IR E RS MmERS IR EE .
HUIREFERN AR, RARENE T 5K ZBR B T, 347
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2.The foundation for all of this is the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
2. X— VISR A M FBRSRITR  AE dr, SRR

a. Did you notice what Paul says in v. 19?7 In Jesus exists all the fullness
of God. When the Son of God took on humanity, He didn't become less than God.
His humanity did not diminish His deity.

a. fRE TR ERD A 19 TR BIR? EHRER S LR HI R 1 L HIA7AE
4 B LT RO, R R A AR b Do Al AR HI S
il KA

b. And His purpose in coming was to reconcile all things to Himself.
That needs to be defined carefully. Does this verse teach that eventually all people
will be saved and that even the devil himself will be redeemed? No. Then Paul
would be contradicting his other writings and the very words of Jesus. This
indicates that Jesus' redemptive work touches everything. This universe has been
in decay ever since the first sin. The curse of sin affects everything. Who can fix
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everything? Can any creature do that? No. It takes the Creator to fix creation, but
it could only happen by treating the root problem—our sin. Let's make sure our
understanding of God's salvation plan goes beyond forgiveness. He also came to
reconcile us to God. But it's bigger than that. This is a story about making all
things new. God's salvation is individual—extremely personal—just like His
creation of us. He knit us together in our mother's womb. But his salvation is also
universal—it encompasses all of creation. He will make all things new. God
became like one of us, so He could remake us to be like Him. How amazing!
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HP KR —V) . YEREMR R ? AT — DN EMREM B ? AMTH . B HREIEY)
FEREBE, (HEREEdE @RS RE-RAIEREE . ATRITEM R
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With a rescuer like this, why would we look anywhere else? Why would we
trust in any ritual or any rule or any religious activity? A lot of people do. Why
would we think we could fix this problem ourselves by our own efforts? A lot of
people do.

A T IXFERIRERROEE, AL EE R T 3 ? et A RIS E
AEATHAXE, ATATAN B AR = Bam e ? IR AR, 2 idls
W, BATATLLEE B SRS £ E R REE? 1R 2 NIZFE
Paul moves on from telling us about our Rescuer to His rescue operation.
IR B LE 27 YR FAN TR TN THI FIEER HIFIE 77 5 o
II. DON'T LOSE SIGHT OF HOW THE LORD JESUS RESCUED US (VV.
21-23)
1. NER TG EAFRIELNTH (VV. 21-23)
Look at the perilous situation facing all of us. READ V. 21.
A BATHES B P B ars /. BYie V21,

A. We were at odds with the Lord (v. 21).

A. BMEEFAT.
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1. How often do we think of ourselves in these terms—alienated and
enemies. We were enemies of God. We were alienated from God.
1 FATR AL H AR H SR R AR RS, RN FATZMH
N o FAT G HHRR 2 o
2. We can see it in our thinking and we can see it in our actions.
2. JATIAT LANFRATTH AR R 2, A TR UNRATHAT 3 B 2.
a. Internally our minds wandered regularly into areas that God finds
repulsive. We still struggle with that, don't we?
a. TATH LB HE T B A ST . FRATH B 525540, MEE AR ?
i. Have you ever looked at someone and made silent judgments about
them that undervalued them as God's special creation? I have and I still catch
myself doing that.
LR EAFEEMN, RN HERXHATT S PR, R PR 2R
fiti TAE MR Q& O AT] 7 FAA KRR, AR A I E AR
i1. It's so easy for us to assign value to others, not based on the fact
that the Lord made them and died for them, but based on some arbitrary human
scale of values.
i, KARE G ik ATE P N, FRAREE T HARGIEARATT, FF vt T sE
RIS SE RPN, e T AR O E L .
1. We have to fight this as believers. We did it instinctively before
we came to know Christ. Only by God's power can we begin to overcome it.
iil. AWEAERES Z P14 RATXFEHOEEEARRE, L2RTHANNRE
B. RASE LW IE, JAIA UG 200 e .
b. Externally our behavior demonstrated what had captured our minds.
b. X AMRATHIAT NUER] T A A4 =2 5 B JATT RO R
1. We expected others to care about our needs and to serve our needs,
but we didn't make the same kind of effort toward others we expected from them.
i FATHE AR OIATHI R K, FFAIMNBIFHRMAS H, BHRNIHFEA
XTI Nl IR 55 7
i1. Our behavior toward God showed our problem. Sometimes we
ignored God. Sometimes we gave Him half-hearted expressions of commitment.
Sometimes we tried to bargain with Him to get what we wanted. When we prayed,
we treated Him like a personal servant, like a magic genie.
i, AT AR T AT A . A IEFRATZNE 7 By AR, 347
b O BRI . AN, BATKE S AT E A PSR AT AR ZE B 2R
Pho HIATHFENS, FAT AR AN, BEEAR— I KR R
c. If you've ever played around with strong magnets, you know that
magnets can strongly attract each other or, if the wrong poles are lined up, strongly
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repel each other. Given the polarity of God's holiness and the polarity of our
sinfulness, a spiritual repulsion existed in our hearts to the Lord and His ways. We
couldn't get close to the Lord because of our sin.

c. WIARNF B 25D T Ek, R S RITE o B E SR G X T, B2 4T
RAGIHI, SRITHTES TN 77 T RN THITE M, TR O
PSRRI E TR BRI T BIITNTHITE, NI/ EFEVT T
The initiative and power to change the situation had to come from the Lord. And it
did, as we read in vv. 22-23. READ VV. 22-23.

BRI ) ER A HE T T MHE] T, IEQENTEZEX V 22-23,
FIr I o

B. God restored us in every possible way.
B. RN A E B

1. Look at what Jesus did. The Creator died for us, the ones He created.
The Holy One died for us, the unholy ones. The Blameless One died for us, the
blameworthy. Who else could reverse the polarity of our relationship? That's the
only way our condition could be altered.

1. B& WV BRI iR . &Y T ON3ATMAE, Jut A GUERISE. &3 34T
48, NFEHARRINIL. TIRAINEATIAE, J9iils R ANSE. AR LA
HHFANAIRR? KM — @,

1. You can see that His death did more than merely erase the wrongs that
alienated us from God. He died with a greater goal than that in mind. It says He
died, to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation.
When the day of judgment comes, who can say anything against us if Jesus stands
with us and says, I died for his sins. I died for her sins. Our blamelessness, our
holiness is not ours. It comes from Jesus. His holiness and blamelessness is
absolute and perfect and unlimited because He is God. The Lord credits that to us
and begins to change us into the likeness of Jesus on one simple condition—faith.
1 RA] LLE B R AR RIZE T AU RO 8 8 T RATm e g gk A s f
ANERKTHB . MUARRISETS, R OuPR EBURIR B A3 75 AT A 8 5T H)
. A H RIm A, an RHRER S AEFRAT S AU FRABES 1 AATT
I8, HESCREU AT AE L. FATRITC AT 4540, FATHEHA LTI
K E IR PRIyt Al S G TR R R AR, S8 SR A ATCRR Y
XEERITHAE, IR Y SRR M — O 25 AT 2 FAT 15 Ao

2. Asyousee inv. 23, we shouldn't think of faith so much as a point, a dot
on the timeline of life. Instead we should think of it as the beginning of a line that
connects us to the Lord through all of life. That's when we started breathing
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spiritually. When we believe, we believe for life. If we don't believe for life, we

haven't believed at all.

2. IEUMRAE 23 TR BN, BATARIZIN NG 02 HIE NE RIS A B

M, BAINAZICEHR e —MITa, — D SHMERITE. Xk, 2471

AeA T HRIEE. HEAEES, s —ERAEN. DEREATA
—HME, BAFNIFEAHIERE.

I realize that this passage majors on theology. There aren't a lot of how-to's.
But that's how Paul structures nearly all of his letters. He begins with doctrine and
moves from that to lifestyle. So what difference might this make to us?

TN RF R — B S AAIRAHK R FERRERARZNEARELM. HE,
RRRY BERTH MANBOOTR, BREFRNTR. A, AR
A A X ?

I expect it will make a difference in our gratitude level this week. If we will
carry the thoughts of our rescuer and what He did with us this week, we will be
people of worship the whole week.

FEREA N, FAARXSBERTATNE RIS H 2 DrEE . XA, Rk
11— BEAERERATRIEE, A IAML T4, FATRAE— BEXRIOFE
H ARG

I think a passage like this also reinforces and raises the confidence level we
have in our salvation. When we have a Savior like Jesus, we know He can handle
the biggest, darkest, most embarrassing sins. He can handle the things we struggle
with. He can provide not only forgiveness but freedom. God, our Creator and
Redeemer, can set us from sin.
PRAFIXFER 0I5 1 IA TS ROLHIE 0o B IRATA B T HRGRIZ A B Rt
T, FAVIEM AT I B AR OR, s R, o NG R SR ] PLARER 5
AT FE . AN RMERAEZAH. oy, JRATHE)EE AR
H JEEATNIR R T AT

I also think truths like this can embolden us and raise our level of outreach.
When we reflect on a passage like this, we realize we have a message to tell. We
have a rescue story to end all rescue stories, and the best thing about it is that it's
true. This is not a Once upon a time story. This is a story that takes us to a bloody
cross on a God-forsaken Friday in Jerusalem some 2,000 years followed by an
empty tomb the next Sunday that unlocked the doors of heaven for all who believe
in Jesus.
T TG FE) HH AT UL IRATHE R, 32 AT MBS 0. H3dT]
MBS, FATERB|FATE —ME B2 LS. AT R THEE
R L RS ITERRER T, R T ERSRFIFE S EREER. AR
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HIWT SIS . XA, B BIRATH HIZ) 2000 FEFT, —M b 7
WO T, — R4, R BN H RSB, e A A S BRER
HINATIT 78R BRI KT

But we can also respond right now, as we take communion. This is meant to be
a time for heartfelt thanks that Jesus would do for us what no one else could do.
Let's take these words with us to the physical reminders of His death we'll hold in
our hands in a few minutes. When you hold that bread, think of these verses—
REPEAT VV. 21-22. When you look at the cup of juice, think of this verse—
READ VV. 19-20.
B2, EINARNEFFS, FATEAT LS B RIR . XA Bk pr
NBATI PR R S16 B 2D R . 72 TR L s B, ikRAT AR TR, 3
XEETE AR OF, RRERAMb IS, SRRk, 15 EEIREE ST
V21-22. HUREEM PRI, 35 EARKITE L VI9-20.



