Colossians 1:24-29

Every day, in front of an innocuous looking building, a guard was posted in

London. No important governmental functions took place in the building. No
large sums of money exchanged hands there. The building didn't house any
valuable documents. So why was the guard stationed there? No one seemed to
know. The guard didn't know. Like a good soldier, he simply followed orders.
The people in the building didn't know. They said there had always been a guard
posted there as long as they could remember. So a member of parliament decided
to find out. It seems that over a century ago, someone had made threats against a
high ranking official who worked in the building. An order was issued providing
the guard for his protection. Long after the threat had subsided, long after the man
was dead, a guard continued to show up, day after day, week after out. No one
bothered to ask why.
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This morning I want to ask the question Why? Why are we here? For some of

you it's your first time, but for others you have been here five years, ten years,
thirty years and more—faithfully showing up, week after week, often sitting in the
same place. We sing the songs, pray the prayers, listen to the sermon, attend Bible
study groups, and so on. Why? What's the purpose behind it all?
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I hope we can answer the question better than the guard at the building in
London. If you can't, or you aren't sure, then you need to pay particular attention
to this morning's message, because today's passage reflects the purpose of our
church. It's contained in Colossians 1.24-29. This passage explains the motive and
the mission we will pursue until the One who assigned us to this place comes back.
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Verses 24-27 gives us
I. WHAT A PRIVILEGE WE HAVE SERVING THE LORD! (1.24-
27)
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Paul begins with a statement that that should make us a little uncomfortable.
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1. All Christian ministry has a cost. Jesus makes this clear. Paul makes this
clear. Do you know what I find amazing about the people who pay a price to serve
Christ? They often pay the price gladly.
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a. Take Paul as an example. He describes some of his sufferings in one
of his letters: [ have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food... He talks about being
flogged, exposed to death over and over. Five times he was whipped, three times
beaten with rods. In one place, people stoned him and left him for dead.
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b. But instead of enumerating all the things he suffered, he emphasizes
one thing to us: I am more than happy to pay the price. How can he say that? We
go to extreme lengths to avoid suffering.
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c. He gives us some clues in this chapter.
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i. READ VV. 3-5. The truth about Jesus changes people. We have
every reason to get excited about the changes Jesus makes in us and in others. It
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doesn't merely change them externally. It changes internally. It doesn't change
them temporarily. It changes them permanently, eternally.
L B3 V3-5. e SC T HRBR A NATTH) R 352 . AT i BERS 7870 Y JEK
5 FIHR R 2 AT E B AR AR o AR IEAS R B NISME . Ak
AANKIA o ABA RS I AR 27K AR K 3 AT

I think of a friend of mine who reached out to an older man who is a little
strange. Other people tend to avoid him. He mowed the lawn for this older man.
In fact through the lawn mower his own lawn got infected with some strange
disease from the old man's lawn. He took him to a professional baseball game.
Why would he do that? It's the life transforming power of Jesus. Everyone wants
to have a life that counts, that makes a difference. Can you imagine a more
significant impact than helping people come to this life-changing faith?
EIX B S], W — DA, AhdEhh B —NE S BERE k. HAb N ETE
BETFIXFERI N o A B AN SR E] TR B . SR TE A B AL B SR
PEAVRRGE 12 N ERE | — S B o At B DR ERLE 2R . oAt
LR AM? RAERSOE IR BN B EER A, RE%AE
No WREERRR —AS LU B AA T8 AR s O3 & S8 A 0 T i S e 2

1. But I think there's another motivation, a higher motivation, later in

chapter 1. Listen to his description of Jesus. READ 1.15-18. Paul treasures the
privilege of knowing and exalting our matchless Savior. When we see people
come to faith and grow in faith, it displays the glory of Christ. That's why God
created us—to bring glory to Himself. When you serve the good of others and the
glory of God, that brings matchless joy.
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I was watching a Public Television series on great scientists. One of the
researchers they highlighted was a zoologist who studied gibbons. (Gibbons are
related to monkeys.) This man went to Thailand in order to study them. He spent
months tracking them through dense, almost impenetrable forests, lugging around
very heavy equipment. Eventually, he laid out an identification system for several
different kinds of gibbons. He had to deal with swamps, insects, leeches, and all
sorts of wild animals in his pursuit of observing and classifying gibbons. He
developed a permanent crick in his neck as a result of his observations--gibbons
live in the forest canopy approximately 100 ft above the forest floor. Here is man
who willingly paid the price to advance the scientific study and knowledge of a
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group of primates. He suffered voluntarily and gladly for that purpose. How much
greater is our calling!! How much greater is our task!! All ministry involves a
price, but when we realize what's at stake, we can pay the price gladly.
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2. I want to take a moment to explore something else in this verse.

REPEAT V. 24B. What on earth does that mean?
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a. This much we know elsewhere from Paul. Christ's sufferings as a

sacrifice for sin are perfect and complete. We can't add anything to His sufferings
in that sense. Paul says as much in the next chapter. READ 2.13-14.
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b. At the same time, there is a sense in Scripture in which Christ
continues to suffer. Wait a minute, Bill. Explain that.
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Here's what [ mean. Christ identifies with us as His people so much
that the things we suffer for Him are His sufferings. Let me illustrate with the life
of Paul himself. Do you remember what the Lord Jesus said to him when He first
appeared to him? Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting ME? We think Saul
persecuted Christians, and he did. But Jesus identifies with us in our suffering on
His behalf, so when Saul persecuted the early Christians he also persecuted Jesus.
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Or, think of when Jesus talked about what it would be like on the day of

judgment. He says, I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, [ was a stranger and you invited me in and so
on (Mt. 25.35-36). They ask, When did we do these things? Do you remember His
reply? I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me (v. 40). I'll never forget when that first hit home for me. I did
a summer internship in my home church and after going to the hospital to visit
some people, the pastor told me that he often thinks about Jesus when he visits
people in the hospital because it's like visiting Jesus. Jesus identifies with us in a
very powerful and personal way. Paul helps us see that in this passage. We never
suffer alone when we suffer for following Jesus. More than that, when we do
suffer that way we help complete God's plan for suffering.
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B. Paul had a special role in God's plan as an appointed leader in the early

church. We know that from v. 25. READ V. 25. We share in that commission to
go and make disciples. God has entrusted the message about Christ to us and Paul
explains this more in the next two verses. READ VV. 26, 27.
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1. Part of this may not sound earth-shattering to us. We forget how startling
this would be to a faithful Jewish man like Paul. Jewish people grew up with the
mindset that they alone could be God's special people. They referred to people like
us Gentiles as "dogs". To help us get the feel for this, think about your reaction if
you had walked into your kitchen this morning to see a rat. You would want to kill
it. It had invaded your space. It's filthy. That's not far from how pious Jewish
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people viewed Gentiles. They viewed them as unclean, unwanted. The good news
of the gospel is that the door into God's presence now stands open even to the rats.
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2. In fact the rats can be transformed into the very dwelling place of God.
Isn't that what it says—Christ in you? You become a temple, a dwelling place of
God. And you will one day live in the presence of the unfiltered, undiminished

glory of God. That's what our ministry offers. You want motivation for ministry?
If that doesn't do it, at least a little bit, you're dead on arrival this morning.
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Verses 28-29 give us
II. WHAT AN AMAZING PURPOSE WE HAVE SERVING THE
LORD! (1.28, 29)
IL 1. BAMREE, ZR—ILATAAERANLH KB
A. Verse 28 describes the way to reach our goal.
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1. READ V. 28A. We need First Free to be about Jesus. We can't focus on
programs. We can't focus on activities. We can't focus on buildings. At the heart
of true ministry stands the Lord Jesus. We proclaim Him. How? In two ways:
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2. Admonishing
2.
a. I think of two words—persistent and insistent. We want to break
down the inborn resistance that keeps us from pursuing Christ. We could translate
this advising everyone or warning everyone or spurring on everyone.
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b. To put it in modern terms, sometimes we need to get in someone's
face to get them to follow Christ.
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Let me show you how Paul did this. ACTS 20.31: Remember that for three
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. NIGHT AND
DAY, FOR THREE YEARS--Paul was committed to these people. He poured
himself into them. EACH ONE--he cared for them individually. He considered
the needs of each person. WITH TEARS--he had a passion for them.
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Let's look at our lives. Do we see these kinds of qualities in our relationships
with one another? To the extent this characterizes our church, we will fulfill God's
mission. [ can tell you that it won't happen by attending one service, once a week.
We need to grow beyond that. Everything is at stake here.
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a. This means explaining God's truth and how it applies to us—whether
in the easily digestible truths or the ones we have to chew on.
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b. Paul won't stop instructing with only a small corps of elite Christians.
He wants every Christian to have the opportunity to grow in his or her knowledge
of the message of the Bible.
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c. That doesn't mean Paul wanted a bunch of theological brains-on-a-
stick or spiritual know-it-alls.
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You can see that at the end of v. 28.
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B. The goal itself (1.28¢)
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READ V. 28C. He wants us mature, fully developed in every way so that
we love God passionately, with all our heart and we love others deeply with the
sacrificial love of Jesus.
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Every person is important. Paul uses the phrase, everyone, three times in the
original language here. Every one of you is important in the ministry of this
church and in the scope of God's plan. One of the tendencies, one of the
assumptions that can develop in a church the size of First Free goes like this: This
is such a big church. There are so many people here. What I do or don't do
doesn't really matter. NNNNHHH! Wrong answer! Every one here, every one
investigating the faith, every believer—from the youngest, babiest Christian, to the
saintliest, holiest, most mature Christian—each one matters.
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2. God has all of us on a journey to do whatever it takes to grow closer to
Christ. Maybe you need to start the process this morning. You haven't even
entrusted your life and eternity to Christ. You can do that now. Talk to God now.
For you to do that is far more important than anything else I have to say.
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Can I offer a word of admonition? I find some Christians grow complacent in
their faith over time. We reach a level of commitment that suits us and our
schedule and our desires, and we park. I hope the Lord is putting some parking
tickets under some of the spiritual windshield wipers of people who have put their
faith in park. Get back in gear and get on the road of discipleship.
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Where are you in the process of maturity? Where does God want you to grow?
When you have identified two or three areas, think about a ministry in the church
where you can receive the admonition and teaching you need. Where does God
want you to put your God-given talents to work? If you need help, ask. ButI can
tell you, Sunday morning services alone will not be enough. Sunday-morning-only
Christianity is not biblical Christianity. It may be American Christianity, but it is
not biblical Christianity. You can barely survive much less thrive on Sunday
morning services alone. If that's what you're doing, you need to get more serious
about your faith. Jesus created us for Himself, and He wants all of our life, not just
part.
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I know it isn't easy. I've said it once, but I'll say it again because Paul does.
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C. READ V. 29. It is hard work following and serving Christ. That is the idea
behind the phrase translated, I labor. It means toil to the point of weariness
or exhaustion. At our last elder meeting, one of our elders asked—Has the
glow of sabbatical worn off? 1said, Yes it has. He then asked, What can we
do to help with that? 1said, I'll have to think about that. This passage gives
me part of the answer. By its very nature, following Jesus and helping
others follow Jesus is intrinsically exhausting. It's hard. It wears us down.
That word, struggling, reinfores this—it describes physical conflict or the
strain of athletic competition.
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But here's the Good News. Even though our elders can't do anything about it,

God can. The strength you and I need to follow Jesus and help others follow Him,
comes from the Lord Himself. Imagine being at the helm of a huge ship during a
storm. It wears you out fighting the pitch and roll of the storm as you steer the ship
through these ever-changing waves. But when you turn the wheel on that ship, it
really isn't your power that steers the ship. Yes you're faithfully doing your part
but a vast system of hydraulic equipment goes into action to shift the gigantic
rudder. All the movement may seem tiring, but the power really comes from the
unseen hydraulic equipment located below deck. The same is true to our mission.
We labor and toil, but the strength to do so comes from God.
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Why are we here? Has your answer to that question changed? We all need to

be reminded from time to time why we do what we do. If you need fresh
motivation to follow Christ, if you need a fresh vision of the goal that He has
called us to as a part of His church, then you can come back to this passage again
and again and again.
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Ten years ago we moved here to serve with a group of God's people who had a
commitment to make, mature and multiply fully-committed followers of Jesus
Christ. By the grace of God, may that never change about the people of God who
are known as First Free.
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