Luke 17:11-19 - #hntE# 17: 11-19
October 25, 2015 Sermon: 2015 4 10 A 25 Hifli&: - Rick Burke

Have you ever been at that crossroads of when God seems to be prompting you to do
something very risky and all your normal senses are screaming that to do this would be
crazy? You're stuck at the fork in the road of the thought that this is impossible but | am
pretty sure God wants me to do this.
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That is where God had Donna and me early in our marriage during our first year of
campus ministry. Cru had a spring break outreach to college student at Daytona Beach,
FL. Our campus was taking a busload of students down to this outreach, called
Operation Sonshine. Donna and | were to be part of this effort. Our problem was that
our financial support to do this was non-existent. This had to come directly out of our
pocket. The final $200 that was required for the bus and motel cost for us to go had to
be paid up front. This was early in March. We would not get paid again until April. This
would require our last $200 to live for the rest of March. We would be fine in Daytona
but there would be two more weeks to live upon our return to Springfield, MO. In other
words, we had NO money to live on when we got back for 2 whole weeks. Yet, God
seemed clear as we prayed that we needed to pay the $200 and go. So, we paid the
$200 and left on the bus to Daytona!
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The backdrop of Luke 17: 11-19, our focus text, is a lesson on a clear directive from
Jesus to his disciples. The context of this passage is Luke 17: 1-10 which begins with
Jesus giving a warning and an admonition about sin. He discusses the consequences of
sin and for the person that causes sin. (Read Lk. 17: 1—4) These are stern words.
Jesus pronounces a “woe” upon those that cause others to stumble into sin. He then
gives a clear directive for the disciples to “watch themselves”. This is like the warning
label on different products. It is like the drug commercials that the narrator speeds
through so you can barely understand what is being said but has many warnings for



those using the drug. Due to the severity of being in sin and leading others to sin, Jesus
directs his disciples to rebuke those in sin and forgive them if they repent. Even if they
come 7 times in a day, forgive them. This is hard to do, as the disciples recognize. Have
you had to confront someone about sin in their lives? Have you had to forgive someone
when they have come to you in repentance but then they turn around and do it again.
Jesus says 7 times depicting a “perfect number” of times. In other words, as many times
as they come repenting, forgive them.
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(Read Vs. 5) The Disciples recognize the difficulty of this dealing with sin and the duty
to rebuke and forgive (just like for us to give up our last $200). This confronting sin and
forgiving sin is the most difficult stuff in human relations. We had a whole sermon series
on forgiveness last spring and this is tough stuff. But Jesus makes it clear that this is not
an option but that it is our responsibility as His disciples. It is a directive, a command.
The disciples completely understood Jesus’ command because they respond in vs. 5 by
saying, “Increase our faith!”. In other words this command is so difficult we need a
greater volume of faith. The disciples are essentially saying to Jesus that this is such a
difficult requirement, that they need Jesus to “fill up their faith tank” to get this done.
They are saying, “We don’t feel like we can do this, energize us.” Probably like Donna
and | were doing about giving up our last $200. In our hearts we were saying this is
good but our heads were saying, we can’t do this... or, maybe, we won’t do it. This is
just too difficult.
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Starting in verse 6, Jesus clarifies the disciples understanding of faith. This “teaching
moment” about faith is the groundwork for our passage today. After the disciples ask
Jesus to increase their volume of faith in order to obey his directive to confront and
forgive, Jesus tells a curious story that reveals a root essence of faith. Rd vss 7-10. In
this story Jesus reframes their understanding of what faith is all about. Faith is not a
matter of volume, or something to be measured but of trusting obedience. Faith is not a
substance that a person gets more in order to carry out Jesus’ commands. Faith is not
like gasoline for a car or like strength to lift weight. Faith is NOT a feeling or emotion to
be energized. Instead, Jesus explains that faith is a matter of trust and obedience. Now
it is important at this point to also remind you that Jesus is the one telling his disciples to
forgive even up to seven times. This is about obedience but also about the relationship
and trust that the disciples have with Jesus, just like the servant has with his master in
this story. The master gives the orders and there is an expected role for the master to
play. The servant or slave is to serve the master and do what he is told. There is a
relationship that exists between the master and slave that is understood in this story.
The slave has been taken care of by the master over time and there is trust between
them. But the master has a role to play and the servant also has a role to play. As the
story ends in verse 10, Jesus says, so you also, when you have done everything you
were told to do say, “We have only done our duty”. Notice Jesus says, “When” not “if”. It
is the right and proper order. This is what is expected of the roles each plays based on
the relationship that is assumed. Jesus is the Lord / Master and gives the directive. We,
the slave say, “We have only done our duty.”
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It is important to stop and linger on this idea as it is the base of the whole passage.
God’s kingdom is built on authority and love. Satan’s kingdom is built on rebellion and
distrust. There is a clear boundary. We either obey God’s commands and by doing so,
we identify ourselves with God’s kingdom of submission and loving trust or we disobey,
thus proclaiming Satan’s kingdom of rebellion and distrust. Even if we are truly disciples
of Jesus and have received him as our Savior and Lord, our actions can make a
mockery of His Kingdom of authority, submission and loving trust.
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So what is Jesus saying to his disciples? He is saying that faith is NOT a substance
which can have volume and it is not a feeling we can get to help us do what Jesus has
asked us to do. Jesus uses the picture of a tiny mustard seed of faith doing miraculous
acts. The point he is making is that faith is based on our trusting obedience not the
volume of our faith. If we know that God love us and trusts that he loves us when He
commands us to obey then faith is not about size because with just a tiny amount of
trusting obedience God’s miraculous power can be released. We often hear it said, |
don’t have that much faith. Or, | wish | had enough faith to do that. Or that person has
more faith than me. But those are statements of misunderstanding and it is exactly what
the disciples have said in this passage. The expression of our faith is really a statement
that we are fully resting in God’s love for us and this trust is being expressed in our
submission to His Command.
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When we don’t obey, we are saying by our actions, | really don’t trust God on this matter
or worse, | just refuse to obey. | will mask this by saying, | don’t have enough faith to
obey. In reality we are saying, NO! | won’t do it because | am scared, or | just don’t want
to do it. It is rebellion and at that point, we have identified to the human and spiritual
world that we are following the ranks of Satan in disobedience and distrust of God for
whatever reason. This claiming of insufficient faith to obey reminds me of when my son,
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Ryan, was spending the evening with his grandparents as a youngster. He had been
playing at the far end of their yard in the common woods area. His grandmother went to
the back door and called him to come to the house for dinner. He didn’t respond. She
called him again, assuming he didn’t hear her. This time his small voice came back, I
can’t hear you, grandma!” In the same sort of way, the disciples are wrestling with Jesus
about his directive of confronting sin and forgiving sin and claiming insufficient faith to
obey Him.
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Now to our focus text in light of this teaching. The next scene is Jesus walking along the
Samaritan and Galilean border with his disciples. Jesus is now teaching a “lab
experience vs. the lecture they just received.” Jesus is a master teacher! | would
suggest to you that Jesus is taking his disciples out for a field trip to learn in real life the
truth of faith that he has just explained. (Read Lk. 17: 11-14--- let me stop here for a
moment) They are approaching a village. As they approach 10 leprous men call out to
them. Notice what they say, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us.” They realize who this is
even at a distance. And they refer to Him as, Master (commander / one with authority).
In other words this passage is an example of the truth of what faith is to be. This is the
real life example of the previous teaching. These 10 lepers have addressed Jesus as
the authority. The question that lingers is will they respond in action to His Authority?
That is the question that hangs over all of us. Jesus said that it was easy to call him,
“Lord / Master” but obedience is what is expected. (Read Matthew 7: 21-23)
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Jesus now turns his attention to them and responds with a directive that was a tough
request. He said, go show yourselves to the priest. To understand this directive, we
must understand the Jewish law on this matter from Leviticus. In Leviticus 13:45 and
following, the Mosaic law was clear that for a person with leprosy to be accepted back
into the community, they must be inspected by the priest and be declared “clean or
healed”. Until that time, they were to remain outside the village. Where is the dialog with
Jesus taking place... outside the village. Leprosy was a hideous disease (see picture)
literally rotting the skin off the bone. It was a horrible way to die and by forcing the
lepers to live outside the village, was an act of protection to others in the village.
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So, Jesus is responding to the lepers, “You are healed so go show yourselves to the
priest to be legally declared healed and clean so they can return to their families in the
village!”
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Now put yourself in the leper’s sandals. If that was me, | would quickly be glancing
down at my hands, feet, arms and legs saying to myself, | can’t go to see the priest!
Ain’t nothing changed on me! You look at the other 9 lepers and they all look the same
as usual. But notice that the lepers don’t argue, ask questions, request more faith, they
simply turned to go in obedience. When were they healed? “As they were going they
were healed” God did his miraculous work as they obeyed. What just took place? It was
a real life example of the teaching that Jesus just gave in the lecture hall about the
servant and the master. Notice the contrast between the disciples, who knew Jesus and
the lepers, who knew only of Jesus reputation. Which group should have a deeper
understanding and trust in Jesus? These lepers trusted Jesus enough to obey without
guestion while the disciples excused themselves by claiming insufficient faith. Now
notice what happens as the plot thickens. (Read Vs. 15) Only one returns praising God
for his healing... praising God in a loud voice. Can you imagine? | bet this man was
beside himself, giddy with joy! At one moment he looked like that picture of a leper (that
was on the screen) and the next, he is changed totally. He throws himself at Jesus’ feet
in worship, thanking Jesus. And notice that Luke records, he was a Samaritan. He was
not the true Jew but a half breed by Jewish standards of that day. What a statement!



God even healed an outsider by Jewish standards, thus faith of a mustard seed can
move mountains.
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| see 3 lessons here as it applies to prayer and our spiritual growth per the pathway to
discipleship (Slide of pathway on screen)
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Lesson 1: One reason that many Christians are not people of thanksgiving and praise
but are grumblers and complainers is that they are disobedient people, thus they are not
experiencing God’s power in their lives on a regular basis. Their lives have become full
of whining, complaining and telling themselves that they don’t have enough faith to obey
God or just rebelling. Their lives are characterized by fear of what God might ask of
them convinced they don’t have enough faith. Or they just want to do what they want to
do, when they want to do it. These are examples of infants and children in the spiritual
pathway.
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Recently in an interesting scientific study done by a team from University of South
Florida, Georgia Tech and the Human Resources Research Organization learned from




their research that, “thinking about positive events in a systematic way can be healthy.
They suggest that instead of ruminating about negative things, you try to “savor” —
relive, enjoy, and share- the positive events of your day. This simple practice—writing
about 3 good things that happened (during your day) creates a real shift in what people
think about and can change how they perceive their work lives... What’s great about
this exercise, however, is the power it gives to each of us on a daily basis. Before
turning on the radio or getting on a call during your homeward commute, take a moment
to reflect on the good things that happened at work. Doing so can help you capitalize on
the small, naturally occurring flow of daily positive events- a ubiquitous but too-often-
ignored source of strength and well-being.”
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| think it quite interesting that even scientific data confirms the lesson that Jesus and the
scriptures bare out. We can remain infantile spiritually as well as social and emotionally
if we don’t discipline ourselves to be people of thanksgiving and praise. Over the past
few years, | have personally made it a discipline to thank God for 3-5 things before | fall
asleep at night as well as before | get out of bed in the morning and | can vouch for the
change it has made in my heart.
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Lesson 2: True praise and thanksgiving come from a heart of obedience that has been
a doorway to God releasing His miraculous power on earth in and through those that
obey him. God has chosen to work in and through his servants. When we obey we have
opened the door for God to release His power. When we realize that God has worked
through us and in us, it produces a heart filled with gratitude. Thus obedience leads to
thanksqiving and praise as well as deepening our understanding of God'’s love for us.
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Lesson 3: Finally notice that only one returned with praise and thanksgiving to Jesus.
What happened to the others? It is easy to become so transfixed on the miracle that we
forget what God did to bring this about. In other words we get fixated on the act rather
than on the one who did the act. We are focusing on the gift not the giver. Only one
came back to give praise and thanksgiving as the others missed the point. How many
people are enjoying God'’s blessings and missing the God who has given the blessing?
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This is how a child would act and as we have been discussing prayer in light of the
pathway of discipleship (show on screen and reference the diagram), this sort of
reaction by the nine who did not return is a reflection of how a child would act. Children
have to be taught to thank the giver rather than just running into their room to play with
their new toy. The gift given is a reflection of the one who lovingly offers the gift. It is a
sign of love, which should be appreciated. As we mature spiritually, this is a sign of a
more mature disciple or follower of Jesus. They are people of praise and thanksgiving.
But there is another reason that the more mature Christian begins to understand as they
offer thanks and praise to God. C.S. Lewis captures this in his book, Reflections on the
Psalms. He says, “praise almost seems to be inner health made audible... men
spontaneously praise whatever they value, so they spontaneously urge us to join them
in praising it: “Isn’t she lovely? Wasn't it glorious? Don’t you think that magnificent? |
think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but
completes the enjoyment... It is frustrating to have discovered a new author and not
to be able to tell anyone how good he is or to hear a joke and find no one to share it
with...” Lewis concludes: “Fully to enjoy is to glorify. In commanding us to glorify
Him, God is inviting us to enjoy Him.” Thus the more mature Christian is the person
that has not only learned to thank and praise God because it is right and appropriate to
do so but because it deepens their enjoyment and love for God. The mature Christians
are people of praise and thanksgiving in their daily lives not just for the blessings of the
day but to enjoy the One who Blesses!
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Jesus finishes the lab by reinforcing the lesson. He says, rise and go: your faith has
made you well. What made them well? Their faith or their trusting obedience released
the power of God. When we trust and obey, God'’s power is released on earth, we
become the facilitator of God’s power as we obey and express God’s love to the world.
The result should be that some will kneel before God and give Him praise. Some,
however will simply be more enamored with the power rather than God.
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In our case, Donna and | determined we would trust God for the $200 dollars and upon
our return we found an envelope in our mailbox with 2-$100 dollar bills. It was just
enough to make it to our next paycheck! Let me quickly say, we haven’t always been
that obedient nor has it always worked out that cleanly, but it was a reminder of God’s
love for us and that He takes care of us when we trust and obey Him.
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Let me close with a focus on the good news in this passage. Our relationship with God
begins in the same manner. We move from Spiritual death—no personal relationship
with God (see diagram) to a personal relationship with God by admitting our need (like
the lepers). We, in our hearts, call out to Jesus as our Savior and Master to save us
from our sinfulness- the leprosy of the soul or sin (this can be an open rebellion towards
God or simply a quiet ignoring of God and distrust of Him). We acknowledge that our sin
has separated us from a Holy God and we are ready to follow Him. It is a heart attitude
but also an act of obedience to God. Just like the lepers turned in obedience to Jesus
directive to go to the priest, the Apostle John says, “Yet to all who received Jesus... He
gave the right to become children of God”. Jesus offers mercy and grace to us as those
that are separated from him by our sin but we must decide by our will to accept His
grace and mercy in the death and resurrection of Jesus. He forgives our sin, the leprosy
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of our souls, and we begin walking in submission to King Jesus and no longer in
submission to our own passions. We commit to Jesus as Master, not ourselves. Jesus
says, Follow me and | will train you to help others follow Me. If you have not obeyed
Jesus and accepted His gift of forgiveness of your sin, it is simple to do and is a heart
attitude. Please do this today and tell someone of your decision to follow Jesus. We
become people who experience God’s love and power in our lives, which transforms us
to be people who are thankful and full of praise as we mature in our relationship with
God.
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If you have accepted Jesus as Savior and as Lord in the past but would not characterize
your life as being thankful and full of praise to God, then let me encourage you to take
time before God to allow Him to examine your heart and attitudes. Acknowledge areas
of your life that have not been under God’s authority and re-submit yourself to His
Lordship as Master. Let us cultivate a heart of thanksgiving and praise for He is Good
and He is God!
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